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TO THE 


"CONDEMNED. 


— 


Let the fighing of the Priſoner come before Thee, according 
to the greatneſs of thy Power. Preſerve thou them that are ap- 


pointed to die.“ Plal. lx xix. 11. 


Turn ye to the firong hold, ye priſoners of Hope.“ Zech. ix. 18. 


© Oh 'tis a Godlike privilege to fave, 
And he that {corns it, is h:mfelf a flave. 
Inform his mind, one flath of heav'nly day 


Would heal his heart, and melt his chains away.“ 
CowezER. 
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PREFACE. 


A fellowin letters are written 
as a Sübllitate for perſonal con- 
Ferle, Where perſons of ſerious cha- 
racter, and vangelical ſentiment, 


can have tio. acceſs to the con- 
demned cell. 


The Author, would not have 12 
ſumed to employ his Pen, hac 
known of any Publication that ally 
accorded with his wiſhes. He has 
indeed ſome years ago, ſeen ſome 
Sermons publiſhed by the late Rev. 
David Edwards of Ipſwich, which 
were preached by that eminent Ser- 
vant of Chriſt to Male factors; but 
however excellent thofe Sermons 
may be, he conceives their Bulk, 
and brice, impede their circulation, 


and prevent: them from finding their 
way to the Priſon. 
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F P REF AC N 


Ihe object of his deſire, was a ſmall 
Treatiſe ſuitable to. the ſituation of 
a poor Creature under Sentence of 
Death, and publiſhed àt à low price; 
fo written, as to enter intottſie fpirit 
of the Priſoner's: views tand feelings. 
As this mode gives opportunity to 


expoſe the danger of thoſe ſubter-. 


fuges to which perſons of this de- 


ſcription flee; and alſo to exhibit as 


it were, -at one view, thoſe funda- 


mental Truths, to know, and believe 
which, is eſſential to Salvation. How 


- 
- - 


is not for him to determine; 


- 


far he has ſucceeded in his attempt, 


* Criticiſm itſelf, will not expect an 


apology for a Work of this nature, 
except it be for defects of compo- 
ſition ; but even theſe will be con- 
ſidered” as atoned for by purity of 
motive, and the glorious truths it 
contains:—Motives, which led a 
7loward to ſacrifice his life in a dun- 
geon ; and the Son of God to expire 
on a Croſs: — Truths, for which Mar- 


tyrs have bled; and by which ſouls 


are laved from everlaſting Death ;— 
Truths, 5 which fy the Writer 1s not 
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Amed to ſay, are all his ſupport, 
and ed glory. I , 
'Fhete les, thou rimar! 
Ed 10 fle ; though pr are 55 
no means unſuitable to every one 
within the walls of a priſon; Yea, 
they are ſtrongly recommended to 
all, without the exception of an In- 
dividual, whatever be their charac- 
ter, or ſituation in life, who have 
Souls to be ſaved, and are concerned 
ſor their welfare. Nor will the Anſi del 
of the Day find. them an unlealon— 
able Au againſt that Poiſon by 
which his Soul is threatened wit 
Eternal Death. 
Jo the Humane and compaſſion- 
ate, this ſmall expreſſion of bene vo- 


lence is moſt reſpectfully Dedicated. 


The honour of their ſanction is par- 
ticularly requeſted. Perfons, whole 
bowels yearn over the miſeries of 
their Fellow-Creatures,—who feel it 
the higheſt gratification to attempt 
their felief; —and who have long 
wiſhed ſor lomething of this kind; 
to put into tlie hand of a Sinner 
launching into Eternity; are now 

A © © prelented 


vi PRC FACE 


Forts Bas 


B 


preſented with the accompliſhment 
of their wiſh, 


The Author TN 8 to add May 
the Bleſſin 90 of God ſucceed his 


hap N ame that dave all 
the Praiſe. 


w on, 


4. auen 14 1799 · 


A Fa 


LETTER I. 


My poor Fellow-Sinner, 


O viſit you in perſon, would be 
attended with no {mall ſacrifice 
of feeling: for who can be a witneſs to ſuch 
miſery as that of which you are the ſubjea, 
without feelings of the moſt painful kind ? 
But great as that ſacrifice may be, I ſhould 
moſt readily embrace the opportunity of an 
interview with you, could I obtain it. I 
ſhould then deem it my duty, to ſubmit to 
your conſideration thoſe things, which I 
conſider as eſſential to your Salvation; and 
with you to call upon him, who alone is able 
to ſave to the uttermoſt. Of this interview 
I am deprived. I have thought therefore of 
tranſmitting you a few lines as its ſubſtitute. 
May the bleſſing of God attend them! Who 
can telll You may have caufe to be thankful 
for them even in Death. I beſeech you to 
give them attentive reading, for they are your 
Hfe. And Oh! chat the Spirit of God may 
explain, and apply their important truths 
kor his glory, and your everlaſting good. 

__ Yau are:indeed of all men the moſt mi- 
TE ; p 55 . ſerable. | 
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ſcreble. Your ſinful” condudl Yai brought 
vou into this unhappy | 1 You” 
have lately been tne God and your 
Country; and by them ave] been nd 
guilty of the offence, for which” you are 
condemned to die. Yon are now looking 
ſorw ard to that diſmal morning, when you. 


are to be made a drcadful ſpettacte to the. 
univerſe. 


The Crime which you have cbniwifted, 


is a violation of the law of Man. Ibis is 
not all; It is a tranſgreſhon of the law of 


God. 1% Thou ſhalt not Steal. Thou ſhalt 


not commit Adultery. Thou "ſhalt not 


kill. "*'js the command of your Maker 
But what has 
been your conduft? You have plundered 
your neighbour :—You'have gratified your 


as it is of your Sovereign. 


lift; Lou have auempted the life of your 
fellow- creature in ſo doing vou have bro- 


ken that law whithis divine, as you haye that 
Which is human. What is the conſequence 8 


You are condemned by the one, as you 


are by the other. The one has al- 


ready; thundered its dreadſul ſentence in 


(Four ears. —*You are to be taken whence. 
ou came, and from thence to the place of 


execution, and there you are to be hanged 
by the. neck until you are dead.“ Pbe 
other- rolls in more tremendous peals:— 
6 Curſed is every one that continucth. not 


1 ** 4 198 4 = 
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®* Fxodz xx, ver. 13 to 15 
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CONDEMNED, | 9 


in all things written in the Bo6k of the lar 
to. do tem.“ - This is but a {mall preſage 
of the more. terrible one. which Fill awaits 


you .;—*Depart fiom' me ye curſed into. 
Everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and 
F IEEE 47 +, 
Oh what a ſituation are you in! A crimi- 
nal condemned]! Condemned Soul and 
Body! Condemned by God and Man! 
Condemned to die a painful Death on 
Earth, and a more miſerable one in Hell! 

I do not mean to inſult you by ungene- 
rous reflection; neither do I wiſh to create 
unneceſſary alarm; but I muſt aft the part of 
a Friend, who compaſſionates your caſe, and 
who manifeſts his friendſhip by his faichful- 
neſs. Bear with me when J tell you, that you, 
in are the utmoſt danger, and I fear you know, 
it not ;--that your precious ſoul is loft ;--and. 
dying as you are, I fear it will be loff for 
ever. .Your, fin is the ruin of your Soul, as, 
it is of your Body: It as much expoles you, 
to the Torments of Hell, as it does to the hor- 
rors of a gallows. You are indeed ruined and 
undone. Oh what a ſtate! What will you do? 
What can you do? Something muſt be 
done, and that ſpeedily, or you are undone, 
TPTA ˙·. n 
Serioufly reflect on what vou now are, 
and what you ſoon will be. Endeavour to; 
ſee things as they exiſt . Give you ſelf no, 


Deut. xxvii. 26. I Matt, xxv. 41. 
1 9 5 Nera! % 


10 trrERS TO THE 


. reſt, until you have formed juſt ſentiniencs 
of your preſent lituation; 5 what in all 


Von wt it will be in the world. nn 
ou will hear from me again. | 


Jam | | 
Your compaſſionate | 
and. Fauna Friend. 


74 


. Surge ones probe at all 
times is 'unwelcothe to the 
bleeding wound; yet there are ſeaſons 
When ir is indiſpenfibly neceflary, It is 
not the pleafure of the patient, but his 


benefit, which is the great objekt of ſurgical x 
1 attention. 
A i 

| 


You will think it ſtrange, though 1 aſſure 
1 you it is true: T am afraid wy. laſt has not 
WW: created that pain I could have withed. 1 
| cannot refrain from the fecond attempt. 1 
- am exceedingly deſirous of impreſling your 

1 mind with the truth. I think J ſee a bandage 
before your eyes whichl wiſh to remove; T 
A ſcene to which I muſt dire ct your views: 
Diſtrefling as it may de, tufferme to draw 
afide his” curtain, and point you to the 
gloomy object. Behold then the "iy. 
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dy of: ot death is arrived! A meſſen- 


ger is ſent to your dungeon, and informs 
you, „This day you are to die.“ — The 


officer of | Juſtice makes demand of your 


body. Vo are delivered iu ſolemn form 
Your! fetters are unrivetted—You are 
guarded to the place of execution—Thou- 
finds are aſſembled to witneſs your ſuffer- 
ings —The executioner makes his ,appear- 
ance—The inſtrument of death is placed 
round yourneck---Yourattendants are with- 
drawn---A few moments reſpite are allotted 
you---The time is expired--The ſignal is 
given--Your ſtanding gives way—-You 
are plunged into all the unknown agonies 
of death. But ſee new ſcenes; and far 
more ſolemn—--The union formed between 
ſoul and body is now diffolved- The. 
one is rent aſunder from the other--The 


1 body left with all its expreſſions of 
vice and woe, to be throwu into ſome 
| hole, there to putrify and feed worms; to 


be mangled and cut to pieces by the hand. 


of the ſurgeon; or to be hanged upon the 


gibbet, as a monument of the evil of Sin, 
and of the 8 of God. The. ſoul quit- 
ting. her ha itation, looks around and finds 


ber ſelf in Eternity -Myriads of ſpirits ſur- 


round her---She ſtands before her Judge 
her guilt is proved---her ſentence, is paſ- 
ſed---her doom is fixed---Devils ſeize her 


Hell yaywns to receive her---bound with 


chains of . ſhe is dragged to the 
burning 


12 LETTERS TO THE. 


burning lake She ſhrieks for help, but 


ſhrieks in vain: there is no heart to pity, 


no hand to help---All;kery ſtruggles though, 


violent are fruitleſs---forced into the horrid. 


gulph, ſhe takes up her miſerable, her ever- 
laſting abode with deviisand damned ſpirits. 
Ah! what a ſcene ! could you ſee it as it 


is, it would make your knees ſmite, the one * 
againſt the other. -It would petrify your. 'F 
ſoul with horror.---It. would drive you di- fi 
tracted. „„ 5 2 
This is but a faint ſketch of what is beſore h 
you : the one thouſandth part cannot be, Y 
told. An impenetrable gloom conceals ſt 
objetts far more, dreadful than the eye hath 9 
ſeen, or the ear hath heard, or the heart can 

conceive. Death alone can remove the 2 
veil, and exhibit in their true colours, the 1 
flames of Hell and the bliſs of Paradiſe. a 
Here make a pauſe; and aſk yourſelf, B 
& Do I ſtand prepared for all che ſolemni- C( 
ties of the Invifible World? Can I bear the ſt 
wreck of Nature, and the exchange of. el 
Worlds? Havel cauſe for courage, in view fü 
of my ſupreme Judge, and his awful tribu- af 
nal? Can I hope all is well ?---All will be b 
well?” With theſe important queſtions I. | 
leave you at preſent, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 5 
Vours, as before. 17 
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LETTER. III. 


" OVE to your ſoul leads me to 
ſuſpe& all is not right. I am 
afraid there are certain refuges, to which 


you betake yourſelf; where alas! you will 
find the utmoſt danger inſtead of ſafety. 
- I propoſe to follow you into theſe ſtrong 


holds---to convince you thev will deceive 
you---that you muſt relinquiſh them; and 
ſtand. on different ground from what you 
do at preſent. | E 
I then begin my purſuit ; and I find you 
already in your entrenchments. I think 
I hear you ſay, I thank God, I am not 
afraid to die---I have often faced Danger--- 
Beſides, I can die but once---Death is the 
common lot of all---It is only a momentary 
ſtruggle, and there is an endof my exiſt- 
ence---I have no faith in the doarine of a 
future ſtate---I do not believe I ſhall exiſt 
after this life; however, if I ſhould, I 
have no doubt of my future welfar-”. 
Let us attend for a moment, to each of 


theſe obſervations. You ſay, you have 
often faced danger without fear. Have you 
indeed done fo, in time that is paſt? Does 


it follow you will be fearleſs now, when 
you fee death preſented to you in all its 
horrid form? When it will aſſume more 
than its ghaſtly viſage? Is there nothing in 
fo: | r 8 its 
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. , 201 fie! 
its tremendous apparatus, that, will abate 
Your courage think yon Is there nothing 
in the chains che hafter the gibbet--the 
exccutioner---to, create ala n 2 To meet 
death;on, a bed of diſeaſe is natural; or in 
a field of battle is deemed an acquiſition 


of honour; but on a gallows, it is horrid. 


— 


a 
* 


It is meeting a fury-not a friend. 
Are you indeed confident there is no 
future ſtate ?---No final Judgment ?---No 
God ?----No Devil ?----No Heaven ?----No 
Hell? That you have no ſou}, and that 
all will end with you when you die ? But 
ſuppoſe you ſhould be miſtaken ; What 
ſituation are you in then? To ſuppoſe your- 
ſelf beyond the power of miſtake, is to ſup- 
poſe yourſelf what no man befides is---In- 
fallible. Have not men of ſuperior learn- 
ing and intelle&, once believed as you do; 
and have they not changed their ſentiments 
before they died ? They lived the greateſt 
Infidels : They died the ſtrongeſt believers. 
Be honeſt, and ſay if this ſentiment be not 
more the objc&: of your wiſh, than of 
your faith? Is there no monitor within tells 
you, that you are Immortal? Aſſures you 
that you have a Soul? That it is appointed 
. for man once to die; and after that the 
an pr ?---L make my appeal at the tri- 
unal of your conſcience. - Voukno there 
is. Vou know you carry convittion of the 
truth you oppoſe; But „by oppoſe the 
truth, to which your confcience bears teſ- 
timony? Why ſilence its voice ? Why rather 

9 | ſtrangle 
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| CONDEMNED. 13 


ſtrangle this faithful witneſs, than ſuffer it 
to ſpeak out? Why The reaſon is plain; 
becauſe if theſe things be ſo, you perceive 
yourſelf to be in a möſt deplorable ſtate; 
You fee, if thete be a God, you have of- 


fended hilh; kittens ee future Judgments 
you are unprepared for it»; If you have a 


Soul, that fouTis loſt.” Pheſe things afford 
you pain. Pain at all times is unwelcome 
to human nature, To avoid the pain, you 
{ſhun the ſentiment, The formation of your 
creed, is the deftruQion of your conſcience. 
You aQ in a ſtate of hoſtility to yourſelf; 
and, force eee to deny, what you are 
conſtrained to believe. Were you to ſpeak 
the language of 3 would ſay, 
J would not have the Chriſtian Religion 
to be true, for ten thouſand worlds; for if 
it be, I am the moſt miſerable of creatures.” 


But will] N it to be untrue, prove 


it to be ſo ? On the contrary, Is it not al- 


moſt a demonſtration of its truth? Think 


then, I beſeech you, what is the dreadful 
alternative !--Do not be afraid to look 
your ſituation in the face; for remember, 
you can acquire no advantage by deceiving 
yourſelf, but an eſſential injury. Is it not 


Hi better to know your danger when there 


is a robability of eſcaping it, than to per- 


| ſevere blindfolded to deflruQion? You are 


not unwilling to look upon yourſelf as a 
condemned perſon, after what has paſſed in 


a Courtof Juſtice; and you act properly 


in fo doing: Who can tell? This may ul- 
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_ timately prove, beneficial, it .may;jexcite 
vou to apply, for a. pardon 1 and ſhould | 
that be obtained, you will have reaſon to be 
thankful for Knowing. your. real ſituation; 
notwithſtanding, that knowJedge has been a 
ſource of temporary diſtreſs, Why then 
ſhould you be unwilling to ſee. yourſelf as 
you are before God ? A rebelagainſt him 
A tranſgreſſor of his law An heir of wrath-- 
A child of miſery. What though this diſ- 
covery of yourſelf ſhould make you tremble, 
are you in a better CUP TRAM you do not? 
Will your inſenſibility preclude, your dan- 
ger? Will it not rather be inſured thereby? 
You will apply for mercy, only as you ſee 
and feel your. miſery ; and that mercy will 
be obtained, but. as youare enabled to ſeek 
1111. Lam. Y Ours! &. 


4 


8 * 
" * 
». 


>} : 
1114 42 


* 1 £ 1 
: 0 4 * — 471.7, aTs #-3.T 
2 : 3 _ * # Ch \ = | _ PE . 
- — 0 - : 4 * =: # * 
1 4 , * 3 , CH * 3 4 4+ 6 
: 4. . » R - 
% 4 
* N — * * * 
” 1 * 4 "_ 0 — 8 © 1 . * J E 
X * N 1 mY} "4 , 2 n . 0 
. o > 4 _ _ . \ »# ww * 
. y 4 . 
q # + . * - - 
: 2 1 q 
| 9 \% * 5 my T FS! 1 ' ; , . 
: 7 x p f 1 . 7 nl Hs N. POS * 
„ 0 0 — 
* 4 . : n 
© 4 _ K — * © 4 * ? * * F 7 * * 
p - * 9 þ 


3 15 the Letter I ſent you yeſterday, 
II faid there had been men of ſu- 
perior learning and intelle&, who were once 
the greateſt infidels, who have with abhor- 
rende renounced their infideliiy, and died 
_ thei/ftrongeſt behevers. I mention this as 
no ſmall confirmation that the Chriſtian 
Religion is true. I am more diſpoſed to 
lay confiderable ſtreſs on this, becauſe many 
perſons of your deſcription, have not the 
Late: 8 1 e benefit 


* 


n 
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-henokit of a iberal education; 3 and have but 
ſeldom applied "Gr" minds to the ſtudy of 
Religion: ' Hetiee it is, they plead the ex- 

ample of the great, and the noble, who. e- 
ſpouſe the caule of infitelity, as full proof 


"that Religion i is a farce, "ar: "That Eternit 
is a bugbeer. IJ vill not, content myſelf 
with bare aſſertion, Twill give you an in- 


fande or t Wo. 

The late Lord P— , turned Deiſt, that 
is; he denied the inſpiration of the ſacred 
Scriptures ; his enmity to the Bible was in 
the extreme.” Upon his death bed, he found 
no conſolation, either in his corndue or in 
his principles, but was full of horror in the 


proſpeAs of futurity. While thus agitated, 


he defired a perſon to go into his library, 
and fetch the curſed book which perverted 
him to Deiſm. At firſt it could not be 
found, but he declared he could not die un- 
til it was deſtroyed. At length the book 


Was brought, and with amixture of revenge 


and horror, he tore it in Pieces, and com- 
mitted it to the flames. | 


Here you have one inſtance. out of many, 


that infidelity leaves the ſoul deſtitute in the 


trying moment; ſo far from adminiſtring 
ſupport in the ſolemn ſeaſon of death, it 
fills the mind with inexpreſſible anguiſh. 
He who was taught by his creed, to laugh 
at all that was ſerious, and to brave death 
and hell, was in a ſtate of diſtraction when 


the ks of terrors made his appearance, 5 


3 and 
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and pointed him to Eternity. Such will b 
i the fituation, yea, - worſe if poſſible, of all 
ti who dare deny the God that made them.--. 
| That there is a God, and'arighteous one, 
hall be the acknowledgment of every infi- 
del in death, or in Hell. He ſhall find him- 
| a; | ſelf expoſed and tormented here or here- 
] 1 after, let his rank, fortune, or parts be what 
The ſecond, is the late Earl of Ro- 
cheſter, than whom no greater infid el 
ever exiſted. He not only denied the Being 
of a God, —the Immortality of the Soul, 
and the Exiſtence of a Future ftate, but he 
exceeded in acts of immorality, and gloried 
in his ſuperior vice. He exerted: all bis 
powers in the cauſe of impiety, and was but 
too ſucceſsful in gaining converts to the 
Devil. So exceedingly vitiated was his 
lordſhip in his taſte, to uſe the ſtrong ex- 
preſſion of an Author, „He raked the very 
Potten of the jakes of debauchery.” As 
he was remarkable for ſin, ſo he was for re- 
pentance. He lived to ſee the blaſphemy 
of his ſyſtem, and to tremble for its conſe- 
quences. What inveQtives againſt himſelf 
did he uſe when be ſaw and felt his 
guilt. He frequently called himſelf „An 
ungrateful dog—The vileſt wretch the ſun 
ſhined upon.” He wiſhed he had been a 
& crawling leper in a ditch —a link boy---a 
beggar---0r had lived in a dungeon, rather 
than offend God.” He often uſed to ſay, 
% Can there be mercy and pardon for 5 
| 8 VI 
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Will God own ſuch a wreteh as I? Shall 
the unſpeakable joys of Heaven be con- 


ferred on me? Oh mighty Saviour !, never, 


but through thine infinite love and ſatis- 


faction! Oh never but by the purchaſe 
of thy blood“ He ſpared no pains in at- 
tempting to counteract the poiſon of his 


tenets and conduct. What faithful and 
chunderipg meſſages did he ſend to his com- 


panions in ſin! One day a gentleman of his 
acquaintance, who had been leagued with 
him in iniquity, came to viſit him, to whom 
he thus addreſſed himſelf. Oh remember 
that you, contemn God no more! He is an 
avenging God, and vill viſit you for your 


fins and will, 1 hope, i in mercy touch your 


conſcience, as he-has done mine. You and 


F +5 -# » 


1 have been Friends and Sinners together 
a great while, therefore I am the more free 
with you. . We have been all miſtaken in 


our conceits and opinions: our per ſuaſions 


Deve been falſe and groundleſs ; therefore 
God grant repentance.“ And ſeeing the 
ſame gentleman the next day, he ſaid, 


& Perhaps you were diſobliged by my plain- 


neſs. with you yeſterday : I ſpake the words 
of truth and foberneſs ; 5 ſtriking his 
hand on bis breaſt, added, L Hope; God will 
touch your, heart.“ 


The limits of my Letter will prevent any 
ee to che Wau 1 muſt therefore lg. 


Yours, &e. | 
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Fkk Earl of Rocheſter defitous 
of making ali-the reparstion 
of which be was capable, to thoſe whom he 


had injured by his principles and pravtices, 
publiſhed the following recantation of his 


error :—A recantation Which at once evin- 
ces the ſincerity of his converſion to the 


truth, and ſtands as a ſwift witneſs againſt | 
all who are led away v with the error of the 
wicked. © 


377 Bs Forint bejickrofyny (Won Tin m 


have drawn into ſin by my example a0 
encouragement, T lea ve to the world this 
my laſt declaration, which I deliver in the 
preſence of the great God, who. knows the 
ſecrets of all hearts, aud before whom I am 
now appearing to be judged.“ 

That from the bottom of my Soul, 1 


deteſt, and abhor the whole courſe of my 
former wicked life; that I think I can never 


ſufficiently admire the goodneſs of God, 


who has given me a true ſenſe of wy; per- | 
nicious opinions and prattices, by which 1 


bave hitherto lived without God in the 
world; have been an open enemy to Jeſus 


Chriſt, doing the utmoſt deſpite unto the 


Spirit of Grace. And that the greateft tef- 
timony of my charity to ſuch, is to warn 
We in the name of God, as they regard 


0 8 the 
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the welfare of their immortal ſouls, no more 
to deny his Being, or his Providence, or 
deſpiſe his goodnelſS: : ind more to make a 
mock of Sin, or contemn the pure, and ex- 
cellent Religion of my bleſſed Redeemer, 
through whoſe merits alone, I, one of the 
greateſt; of ſinners do yet hope | or / mercy 
and-forgiveneſs.” Amen. 
| Dedared and figned in 'the '\ 
ANNA Rocanerin, ; PL Rocnzsrzx! 
Ro BERT PARSONS. | [> 299 
lad I. time, and you inclination, and 
were it neceſſary, I would lead you from 
death- bed to death bed. I would take you 
to ſome chambers, where I would ſhew you 
a ſpectacle, that ſhould harrow up your very 
ſoul, and make your hair ſtand erect: Where 
you might n is an evil and bit- 
ter. thing to fin, againſt. God-that death is 
armed. with ten thouſand terrors to the un- 
godly - that the pains of hell are intolerable. 
L would then condudt you to the abodes of 
the juſt, and ſhew you a good man amidſt 
all the tranſport of triumphant death: -T 
would ſay to you, „ See here ſubſtantial 
proof, that Religion is a glorious reality.“ 
But I forbear I am informed, If you 
hear not Moſes and. the Prophets, neither 
will you be perſuaded, Hough, one roſe 


from the dead. * 


Should you die an infidel as you are, 
for ever deſpair of your ſalvation. 
_ Yours, &c. 


4 * Luke xvi. 31 LETTER 
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| arrow has falſen ſhort of the 
malle You have elcaj ed the blow by "ſhiſt- 
ing your ground. Vou have ſaid Fit 
yourſelf, * I am no Infidel, 1 deny not the 


exiſtence of divine Revelation, or of a fu- 


ture world. I believe both. I believe I 
have an immortal ſoul, and notwithſtanding 
my preſent ſituation, I hope it will be ſaved. 
I am condemned it is true, for breaking the 
laws of my country; but as this is the only 
inftance in which 1 have offended God or 
man? IL. hope God will have mercy on meg 
and not be ftrit to mark this my iniquity.” 

Did not hear this language from fuch 
lip s as yours, 1 could not believe it poſſible, 


ae a malefaftor ſhould' embrace ſuch a 
ſentiment. | I could not even ſuppoſe, 


Ao much ignorance ſhoutd be diſcovered in 
a perſon born in a Chriſtian country. What! 
Offend God but once ?-—And a man too 
condemned to die, becauſe unfit to live! 
Is'this probable ?---Take a furvey of y our 
paſt conduct; compare that''conduR” with 


God's law, the Ten Commandments,” that 
eternal rule of refitude; as recorded in the 


Kxth chapter of Exodus, by which our ac- 
tions are to be regulated now, and examined 
at the laſt "_ * . by this 


stendard, 
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standard, and you will find you have in- 
ned and come short of the glory of God.“ 
Weigh yourself in this balance, and then 
read the hand-writing against the Wall, 

*© Thou art weights. in the balances, and 
art found wanting.” If an Apostle once 

acknowledged, In many things we all of- 
' fend,” think what ought to be your con- 
fession: To speak plain, your whole life 
has been one continued scene of rebellion 
against God. 

Admitting this to be the only time in 
which you have broken both the law of 
God and man: You find the circumstance 
of having transgressed only once, did not 
prevent your condemnation at the tribu- 
nal of your country. Why then expect 
Tustification at the tribunal of Heaven ? 
Is it not well known, so as to become 
proverbial, that one leak will sink a ship, 
as well as one thousand ? And has not the 
word of God asserted, He who offendeth 
in one point, is guilty of the whole ?““ 
One transgression of the law of God, will 
equally involve a man in its condemna- 
tory sentence, as the greatest number: 
for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written 
in the book of the law to do them.“ 
ans, vou therefore ga at the "Ow of 
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God, Fon have been guflt aß of one act 
of disobedience, divine jus ice” would 


whet his glittering sword, and swear by 


bim that liveth for ever and ever, The 


soul that sinneth it shall die.“ It appears 
to me, you are wholly ignorant of the na- 
ture of God's law. You think that because 
you have never been guilty of any im- 
moral act, except that for which you are 
to die, (which by no means 1s credible) 
You are constituted righteous But 


be assured this is not the case. 1 
hesitate not to affirm, there- is not one 


sacred command of all the ten, which 
you have not broken, and that repeatedly. 


„ How ? (say you) before this I never 
committed Murder, — nor Adultery,—nor 


Theft,-—-nor any of those 'immoralities 


forbidden by the law.“ —I am willing to 
admit, you have never been guilty of the 


act ; .but know you not, that the law is 


80 spiritual, as to extend to the Thoughts, 


and intents of the heart, as well as to the 


actions of the life ? So that an impious 
thought, or an irregular passion, as much 


partakes of the nature of sin, as the most 
flagrant conduct. In this the law of God 
differs from that of man; the one takes 
cognizance of actions only, the other 


of both thoughts and actions. If you 
have never stolen from your neighbour, 


yet have coveted his property; you are 


guilty of theft in the sight of God. If 
| 1935 e vi. 4. 18 you 
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you have only elookeg upon a woman to luſt 
after her, ydu have committed adultery with 
r already, in Wack heart.““ If you have 
been an ry W. 
cauſe, or. ave hated him, you are a mur- 
derer, and are. * of bell-fire; for 
no murderer 905 eternal life abiding in 
him. 1 Here then, you ſee, the mirror of 
God's law will ſhew..you fins which have 
been for ever concealed from your view. 
Look into this glaſs and you will. behold 
infinite numbers make their appearance. 
See l the little one is become a thouſand—- 
The cloud no larger than a man's hand, in- 
creales and fills che horizon. —Your guilt 
is enormous! Enou gh to. ſink millions of 
worlds! — You. — waged- war With 
Heaven, and you are making your bed in Hell. 
FP : Yours, EC boi 


LETTER. VII. 


II. is not uncommon for perſons 
in your ſituation, to comfort them- 
ſelves with the conſideration, their f. 
== will make atonement for their ins: 
I bey think, as they have offended God by 
their condud, he will he appeaſed by their 
death: T bat their puniſhment infliedby 
quſtice is ſatisfaQorytoits demands; and that 
Alter having endured fo much in this world, 
C | they 


* Mane: v. 52. +4 Matt. v. 2 22. & 1 5 vids 15. 
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ihey are not liable to ſuffer i in that which | 


is to come. 

Wbether this is an W arti bf your creed, 
you are beſt able to ſay.—I draw the bow 
at a venture; may God dire the arrow! 

1 feel no difficulty in acknowledging, 
your death partakes of the nature of atone- 
ment: I mean as it relates to man; that is, 
as you are puniſhed by the law of man 
which you have broken, it is reaſonable to 


ſuppoſe, your puniſhment bears proportion 
to your crime; as ſuch, human juſtice is 


ſatisfied, and has no farthite i demands. 
But you will remember, you have not 


only ſinned againſt man, but againſt God 
alſo; and that though human juſtice may 
be ſatisfied by your corporeal puniſhment, 
yet divine juſtice has claims peculiar to it- 
elf. Now there is nothing in the nature of 
your ſufferings, which can ſatisfy thoſe 
claims; inaſmuch as there is diſproportion 
between your crime committed againſt God, 
and your puniſhment inflicted by man. Sin 


being an infinite evil, requires infinite a- 
tonement: which no one can make except 
he be an infinite perſon, ſuch as the Saviour, 


The ſufferings of the damned are eternal; 


becauſe finite creatures as they are can never 
atone for an offence which is infinite. If 
therefore your ſins are atoned for by ſuffer- 


ing, it cannot be by any of which you can 
be the ſubjeA. - A thouſand/ deaths on 
| earth, and an eternal one in hell, are by 


no means an adequate 3 for that 


; evil which! is infinite. 3 Painful 
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0 FainſykrefleBion * You muſt ſuffer both 
the vindictive juſtice of man, and alſo that 


of. Almighty God!, Unhap 5 Soul ! Thy 
e 


doom is. peculiarly diſtreſſing! Scenes 
of complicated woe ſurrounds thee, there 
is no human ſorrow like unto thine. Oh! 

that thou hadſt never been born | That 
thou hadſt never been left of God ! Or 


rather that thou. hadſt never forſaken him! 


It is an evil and bitter thing to forſake me, 
and that my fear is not in thee ſaith the 
Lord“. “ We know the beginning. of ſin 
(ſaith one) but who knoweth its end”. Alas! 
You have taſted its ſweet, you are now drink- 
ing its bitter, Its hone © has been palatable; 
but its ſting has proved fatal. May Heaven 
compaſhonate thy caſe, and pluck thee as a 
brand from the burning! The fierceſt flames 
await thee, — the moſt unheard of tortures 


are in reſerve for thee—My heart bleeds at 


the proſpect —Oh! that God may ſhew 
mercy, though it be at the laſt hour! and 
ſay, Deliver him from going down into 
the pit, for I have found a rantom.” ft 

With theſe expreſſions of compaſſion, 
and concern, I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Yours, &c, 


LETTER VIII. 


A S ſoon as you reall my laſt ad- 
drels to e I think I heard 


2 3 you 
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you ſay, * I thank you fir, for your con- 


cern, and compaſſion, but you are greatly 


miſtaken in the views you have formed of 


me. Although I am in a ſtate of condem- 


nation, it is unjuſtly ; 1 am no more guilty 


of the crime laid to my charge, than you 
are; God is my witneſs. There has been one 
continued miftake in my trial, The whole 


court have erred. Judge Jury Witneſſes 


— Proſecutor —Council —All. However, I 
heartily forgive them; J am not willing to 


impute any thing wrong to their motives ; I 
can only ſay I die an innocent man. As the 


caſe thus ſtands, I hope you do not conceive 


have that Found for alarm, which I ſhonld 


have were 


guilty. 


That you die an innocent man is diſtreſ- 


{ing indeed; ſor what ſo abhorrent to the 


feelings of humanity as the ſacrifice of inno- 
cence? Vet it is a circumſtance which muſt 


alleviate your ſorrow, and bear you up in 


ſome meaſure under your amazing prefſure. 
You dowell to impute nothing wrong to the 


motives of thoſe who ſatin judgment on you; 
for though our privilege as Engliſhmen, of 
Trial by ſury be equal to any nation beſides; 
yet ſuch is the fallibility of the human charac- 
ter. that the wiſeſt of men are liable to miſtake; 
and ſuch the imperfection of human inſtituti- 


ans that the beſt are ſubjeA to defect. If it 


were poſſible for human nature to be ſo far de- 


praved, as for the ſake of filthy lucre—or 


from the principle of revenge —or from any 
other motive, except that of jnſtice, to ſeek 


the 
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the blood of a fellow. creature,. it is even 


then far better to be the perſecuted, than 


the perfecutor. God is the, judge of the 
Whole earth, he taketh account of all human 
affairs; he bath ſaid, “ Vengeance is mine, 


J will repay it.”* Divine judgment is ſure 


to overtake guilt: if not in' this world it will 
aſſuredly i in the next. There. i is a tribunal 
where all muſt ſtand to © receive the things 
done in the body, according to that he hath 
done, whether they be good or bad.“. Youdo 
well therefore to leave your cauſe in the 
hand of him who is a friend to the oppreſſed, 
and an enemy to the oppreſſor. 

But while you rejoice, in the conſciouſ- 
neſs of innocence, under accuſation of the 
fouleſt crime, I fear leſt you are led to make 
this the alone foundation of your hope. 
You ſay you are innocent of the crime laid 
to your charge. Be it ſo. But do you forget 
there are /ins.which you have committed, and 
that when you die, you will appear before the 
judgment feat A to give an account of 
them 9 What and if it ſhould be found theſe 


fins are unpardoned? Will they not as much 


expoſe yon to final condemnation, as even 


Mis,” ſuppoſing you had been guilty of it? 


The innocency of your death, wall by no 
means be a purgation. of your , general 


guilt. For though you die a martyr to 
villany or miſtake, there is nothing 1 in 


your death, which will render your 
paſt fer ns lets aggravate than they were; or 
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make atonement for their exiſtence or 


induce Almighty. God to pardon chem, as a 


reward for the wrong done you by the hands 


of man. No; you are ſtilll a inner; that 


is your character; and in that character you 


muſt ſtand before the bar of your Maker. 
Your plea of ſuffering wrongfully will avail 
you not; as there will be charges brought 
againgſt you; ſuch as will be ſubſtantiated 


and brought home to your conſcience, to 


which you mult plead guilty ; and for which 


you mult ſuffer the juſt Judgment of ecter- 


nal vengeance. It is your ſin—your actual 


ſin, which renders your ſituation inſecure: 
For which nothing can atone, but a Saviour's 


rats: A gp ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Yours, &. 


| LETTER IX. 


120 LAKE my pen iis Wy to dl 
ppeal. I have great doubt 


lechef I 8 Tote right in ſuppoſing your 


_ Innocency as I did yeſterday. Your con- 


_ ſcience ſeated on its own tribunal, has either 


acquitted or condemned you. Shall I not 


- preſume from the legality of your trial, and 


the mals of evidence brought againſt you, 
that you are. verily gualty. I will imagine 
therefore, you addreſs me this day as fol- 


loves. "0 As for my guilt, 1 have no diffi- 


culty 
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eulty in acknowledging it. I am tertainly 
che man, — the very man 85 has perpetra- 
ted the horrid deed for which J am in 
chains I confeſs: it both to God and 
man : I am exceeding ſorry I ever did it; 
however, I heartily repent. of it; I hope 
therefore it will be pardoned : for God has 
promiſed tOrgivenets where there is repen- 
tance.” | 

That God has promiſed e where 


there is repentance, cannot be denied; but 


as every coin has its counterfeit : ſo has 
every grace. Thouſands are deceived, be- 


I" they are the ſubjetts of the one, when 


in reality they have only the other. Let us 
for a moment examine the diſtinguiſhin 
features of true repentance, we ſhall then al- 
certain whether yours be that bale counter- 
feit, which at laſt will be rejected; or that 
coin of the kingdom which will paſs current. 
True repentance is generally conſidered 


as a ſorrow for ſin; not fo much on account 


of the milery it produceth, as an offence 
againſt that God, who is infinite in goodneſs, 


the eſſence of . nature is love. Ido 


not ſay a real penitent is not diſtreſſed be- 
cauſe of miſery produced by fin ; for there 


are feaſons, when with the three thouſand® 


be is pricked to the heart--when with the 
' Publican,f he {mites upon his-breaſt,--and 


when with the jailor, he trembles in an 


agony ; but this is not the alone, the prin- 
eipal ſource of his ſorrow ; a aner 


942 | r 
Adds fl. 3 Luke xvii.1g f Ads xvi. 19. 
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he, 1 offended ſo . ſo good, and ſo! 


gracious a God, as God his heayenly Father, 
ſtings him to the ſoul, and makes his very 


heart to bleed. This fills him with unutter- 
able ſhame and confuſion before God, and 
leads him to [ay 3; Behold; Jam vile. — 


I repent and abhor myſelf in duſt 5 ; 
* God be merciful to me a, finner,”--- 
Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and 


before thee, and am not worthy: to be cal- 


led thy ſon; make me one of thine hired 
55 An eminent author defines re- 


pentance to be A tear of love in the eye 


of Faith.” This definition indeed well ac- 


cords with its nature. The prodigal's tear 
ftarted amidſt the embraces of parental af- 


feftion. He was deluged with ſorrow for 
the ungenerous returns he had made to the 
beſt of parents. 


A believing, view of a crucified Saviour 


alſo, gives being to this ineſtimable grace of 
the Spirit: Hence the prediction,“ They ſhall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
they ſhall mourn for him, as one mvurneth for 
his only fon, and ſhall.be in bitterneſs. for 
him as one that is in bitterneſs for his firſt- 


born”. Mary wept amidſt a profuſion, gf 


| divine love, when ſtanding behind her dear 
maſter at his ſacred feet; hut when ſhe ſtood 
before his croſs, and fw himin all the agony. 
of his death; the iron entered her ſoul, and 
her. grief became exceſſive. - _. OR 
On Mount Calvary, the boundleſs [= 

of "126% and, the infinite evil. AL ſia are moſt 
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frrikingly diſplaved, the former in ſtronger 
expreſſion than the whole creation: the lat. 
ter in more awful colours than the burnings 
of the damned. The believing ſoul gazing 
upon this ſtupendous exhibition, is over- 
whelmed with holy wonder. He is fired 
with indignation againſt his ſin He is mel- 
ted down under a ſweet ſenſe of the dying 
love of Chriſt, in redeeming him from it 


and from thence he receives ſtrength, and 


vigour to overcome it: Therefore I am bold 
to affirm, that nothing leſs than living faith, 
in a dying Chriſt, will produce that repens 


tance which needeth not to be repented of, 


Now let me intreat you to lay your hand 
upon your heart, and alk yourſelf as in the 
preſence of the all- ſeeing God, © What know 
I of this Repentance ?---On what account do 
I ſorrow for my fins in general ; moreeſpe- 
_ cially for that in particular by which I am 
placed in this unhappy fituation? Ts it be- 
cauſe thereby, I have offended God my 
heavenly Father, and pierced Jeſus my 
bleſſed Redeemer ? Or rather, is it not he- 


cauſe it has brought me to an untimely end, 


and expoſed me to everlaſting miſery ? Let 
conſcience ſpeak, and it will give the fol- 


lowing anſwer :--<* Thou knoweſt, O ſoul, 


thou never hadft one generous pang from 
the reflection: Thou haſt ſinned againſt the 
greateſt love and mercy.-—Thou knoweſt 
thou art a ſtranger to Calvary, and the pow- 
erful impreſſions of dying love,---Thou 
Enoweſt thou canſt not look omniſcience in 
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che gb and ny; that Gn is che object of thy 
greateſt hatred.— Such the teſtimony” of 
your conſeience, and yet you talk of repen- 
tance, and cry peace unto yourſelf, under 


the idea, you are a penitent. Awake from 
this dream rouſe from this ſlumber. You 


are in a ſtate of deception, and danger. If 
alarm and fear conſtitute repentance, all 
Hell is in a ſtate of repentance; yea, the 


devil himſelf is a Penitent. Were you now - 


liberated from yourpreſent thraldom, would 
you not live in the habit of thoſe | vices, 
which have marked the whole of your life? 
Say.---Could you fibd it in DU, heart, to 


cut off your right-arm, or pluck out Pet 


right-eye fin? Would you not be ready to 

277 Ob! ! Spare it! 1 Ts it not a little one ?* 
Ils a beloved, a darling. a Take away. the 
priſon, and remove the gallows, it is more 


than probable, but you will tread in the ver 


ſame path which has conducted ou to both. 
It is your priſon, not the love of God---your 
gallows, not the, croſs of Chriſt, which is 
the cauſe of your repentance. 85 

But ſuppoſing your ſorrow for ſin to be 
after a godly ſort, how exceedingly 3 abſurd, 


even then to make it the procuring cauſe 


of y Our pardon Do you reaſon ſo with re- 
ſpea to your offence again man? Surely 
you cannot imagine, that becauſe you are 
ſorry you have broken the laws of this realm, 


| therefore you are deſerving of the king's 


ardon. Your abſurdity appears greater yet, 
in depending upon repentance, when alas! 


8 have i not. Revolve 
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| Revolve these thoughts. in your. mind, 


6 My. God give them their due effect. 


LVours, Kc. 


LETTER X. 


Avro: UL is thak e the 

rophet describes, A de- 
ceived heart. 20 turned him aside, that 
he cannot deliver his soul, nor 8a) is there 
not a lie in my right hand.“ How often 


is that character exhibited on a bed of 


death, and at a place of execution! Many 
poor. creatures launching into eternity, 
have been heard to say, I die in peace 
with all men;---1 heartily forgive mine e- 
nemies,---I thank God, I have a good heart 
notwithstanding all my past faults.--I bear 


no malice to any one, no not to my prose- 


cutor.— As I forgive others, I hope to be 
forgiven myself; so I am taught to believe 
from the Scriptures. 

In such persons the Prophet” 8 descrip- 


tion is exemplified. They are indeed de- 


ceived; a lie is in their right hand, and 


they know it not. Whether this is your 


language and conduct, you are most com- 
petent to determine. I will not take upon 
me to declare these have not been your 


prevailing 5 sentiments during your impri- 


Rs; Sonment. 
u lv. 20% 
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Sonment, Yes, I will say to you, as Na- 
than did unto David, Thou art the man.” 
I consider you as the very person thus de- 
_ ceived. I am called upon therefore, in 

duty to cry aloud, and spare not,--to con- 

. vince you, that you are under the power 
of delusion that you are in extreme dan- 
ger This I shall attempt, by shewing first 
you really do not forgive your enemies as 


you suppose you do; and secondly, if you 


did, it could not be meritorious of divine 
forgiveness, as. you imagine it could be. 
The first proposition is, you do not for- 
give your enemies as you suppose you do. 
this will appear, if you consider no one un- 


renewed. by the Grace of God, is capable 


of this conduct. Do you enquire; how I 
prove this? I answer by shewing what is 
included in the act of forgiveness. It is not 


only a backwardness to injure; but alsoa for- 


wardness to do good. In a word, to love 
our enemy as our neighbour, is to love him 
as ourselves. But has an unrenewed-person 
capacity for this? He is represented in 
Scripture, as under the influence of enmi- 
ty, in relation to man his fellow- creature, 
as well as to God his Creator. So the Apos- 
tle Paul speaks in one place, The carnal 
mind is enmity against God.““ and in an- 
- other, They are hateful and hating one 
another.“ T Such the characteristic of hu- 
man nature, even enmity itself. Is it pos- 
ible then, a man unzenewed can love, I 

. mean 
* Rom, viii. 7. 1 Titus iii. g. 
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can love his enemies ? It is poſſible indeed 
there might be affection for relatives and 


friends, Where there is nothing more than 
nature; but love to enemies, is a grace of 
the Spirit, which no one can communi- 


cate but the Holy Spirit. — A ſpiritual ag, 
which no one can perform but a ſpiritual.” 


perſon. Hence the neceſſity of being re- 


newed by Divine Grace, before there can 


be the exerciſe of this gracious diſpoſi— 
tion.—Let this be applied-- Aſk Peufleft, 
this queſtion Have I been thus renewed? 
There can be no difficulty in giving an 
anſwer - Vou know you never have, — 
leave you to draw the concluſion. You: 


do not forgive your cnemics as you ſuppoſe | 


vou do. 
1 requeſt your patiente, while I obſerve 


the ſecond propoſition appears to be unne- 
ceffary ; for if it be impoſſible for you io 


to love your enemies as to forgive them, 


vou can have no hope of divine acceptance. 
upon that ground; but ſuppoſe you had 


capacity for, and actually had exerciſed 
this chriſtian grace, even then to make this 


the matter of your confidence, is to build 


without foundation. — The ſtatement ſhall 
be thus: To forgive injuries, is a ſpi— 
ritual at, which no one can perform, 
bot a ſpiritual perſon ; That perſon mult 
be in a pardoned ſtate, or he is not. That 


he is, no one will deny; the queſtion . is 
then, When did he obtain this blefling ? 
Was it before, or after he bad per- 
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formed this duty? From Scripture we. 
can prove-it vas before the deduQion 
is obvious—the duty did not procure the 
Dleſſing; or to make it more: plain, God 
does not forgive us our ſins, becaufe we for- 


give our fellow- creatures their treſpaſſes 
againſt us. 


Say you, how then am I tounderſtand: 
our Saviour, when he informs us, Except 


we forgive our brother his treſpaſſes againſt 
us, our Heavenly Father will not forgive 
us our treſpaſfes againſt him;““ and alſo, 
when he taught his diſciples to pray to be 
& forgiven, even as they forgave ?” J an- 
ſwer, the deſign of our Lord is to ſhew, that 
a diſpoſition to forgive injuries, and love 


enemies, is a bleſſed evidence of pardoned. 


lin, not the meritorious cauſe of it. 
Vou ſee then on what a nothing you de- 


pend; for in the firſt place, you | have not 


what you ſuppoſe you have; and in the next 


place, were you in the poſſeſſion of it, it 


would avail you not. 

Are theſe things ſo? Awake thou that 
flee; peſt,---ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt 
ſhall give thee light. No longer make 
lies your refuge. Say „is there not a lie in 


ray right-hand?” Beware then how you carry 


that lie to the bar of God. It will prove 
your overthrow there, —Tremble: to retain 


it one moment e is ſure deluſion, 
ſure deſtrukiion. 


* Matt, xvii, 3e 8 1 Ephel v. 2% 
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LETTER XI. 


HESE Letters I doubt not will 
1 exerciſe your patience, as well 
as try your religion, To be ſuſpected of 
a falſe Religion, or convitted of having 
none, is enough to rouſe the choler of any, 
where real religion has no influence. —I 
ſhould not wonder, if you were to expreſs 
yourſelf with ſome degree of warmth, thus, 


& You ſeem to addrels me, as though I were 


no Chriſtian; but a Jew,—a Turk,—a Pa- 
gan. Is not this inſulting to the laſt degree? 
But know hr, you are miſtaken-in the man, 


l am a Chriſtian, I confider myſelf as 


much ſo as you are, or. any other perſon 
Uving; for I was regularly chriſtened by 
the Miniſter of the Pariſh when J was an 
infant. I am confident I ſhall go to Heaven 


when I die, for my Bible tells me, + Except 


a man be born of Water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.“ And my Catechiſm aſſures me, I 
was made in Baptiſm a Member of Chriſt, — 
a Child of God, —and an Inheritor of the 


Be not offended with my faithfulneſs, as 


I can aſſure you, it is love to your immor- 


tal ſoul, which leads me to the exercile of 


it. I cannot ſuffer you to enter the preſence 


of your Maker, without attempting at leàſt, 


2 
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to ſhew you what is neceſſary for ſuch an 
important ſtep.—I cannot be an uncon- 
cerned ſpettator, while you are plunging 
into an abyſs of woe,— I feel my bowels 
yearn over you ,—I muſt make ſome effort 
to ſave you. Regard then the ſincerity of 
my intention, and liften with patience to 
the voice of truth and friendſhip. _ 
That Baptiſm is a divine ordinance, I 
readlily admit, and firmly believe; that it is 
the new birth I poſitively deny. A mo- 
ment's reflection, I think will convince you, 
It is not. Our Lord declared to Ni- 
codemas, “Except a Man be born again, 
he cannot enterthe Kingdom of God.” Now 
if to be baptized, is to be born again, all 
thoſe who are ſo baptized, will be ſaved; 
and all who are not will be loſt.--But what 
if inſtances can be brought, where there is 
reaſon to believe, perſons have been bap- 
tized, and yet not ſaved :--of perſons not 
baptized, and yet not loſt ? What then 


will become of your ſentiment and of 


your confidence? We read of the ſalvation 
of the thief upon the croſs, but not of his 
baptiſm :.We have no reaſon to ſuppoſe it; 
-of the baptiſm of Simon Magus but not of 
his falvation; we have no realon to believe 
it. Vou may be baptized, and re- baptized, 
and after all periſh. 
Io be born again, is to be the ſubje dt of 
a holy change wrought in the heart by the 
Spirit of God, and manifeſted in the life, by 
a conduct becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


This 
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This divine change or new birth, is fre- 


quently called in Scripture, Regeneration, — 


a Relurrettion,-—-a New Creation--Terms 
which import there muſt be ſome one period 
in the ſinner's life, in which his heart muſt 
be changed, and his conduct reformed ; in 
| which he muſt ſee the evil of ſin, and forſake 


it; the beauty of holineſs and poſſeſs it :---in_ 


which there mult commence a death to the 


one, anda life to the other. In this manner 
have vou been born again? Your ſpeech 
bewrayeth you. Your confounding baptiſm 


with the new birth: that “out ward and vi- 
ſible lign, with the inward and ſpiritual 


grace ;” an external rite, with divine in- 
fluence, too plainly diſcovers you have 


never been born again: for had you been 


experimentally acquainted with the fact, 
you could not have been a ſtranger to its 
nature. 

Hear then that ſolemn word, by which 
your ſtate will be everlaſtingly fixed, „Ex- 
cept a man be horn again, he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God.“ Heaven and Earth 
ſhall paſs away, but theſe words ſhall not 


pals away ; not ne a t, not one tittle ſhall - 
ment.—-As impoſſible 


fail of their accompli 
for a ſinner unborn of the Spirit, to enter 
Heaven, as for God to change; or eternal 


truth to lie. There ſhall in no wile enter 
into it, any thing that defileth, neither. 
whatſoever worketh on or ma- 
keth alie; but they which are written in 


the Lamb's book of life.“ The 
# John iii. 3. D 3 + Rev. xxi. 27. 
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The neceſſity of being thus born again, 
is apparent; not only from the word which 
aſſerts there ſhall be no ſalvation without 


it, but alſo from the unſuitableneſs there is 


between the depravity of a finner, and the 
bolineſs of heaven. It is an incontrovertible 
truth,--Suitableneſs is the foundation of 
enjoyment. There can be no happineſs, 
where diſpoſition does not accord with ſi- 
tuation. Is it not ſo on earth? Will it not 
he ſo in heaven ?---You have been far from 


being happy in. the company of the ſaints, 


and in the ſervice of God. You have not 
found it your higheſt felicity when reflect- 
ing on the holineſs of God; and looking 
forward to the full fruition of his preſence ; 
No; far, very far from it. The Sains. 
company has been your burden,---the ſer- 
vice of God has been your taſk,---and the 
holineſs of God has been your hell. Ho is it 
poffible then, you could have the enjoyment 
of heaven, without a ſuitable diſpoſition ? 
The ſanQtity of the place, and the impurity 


of your nature, would ſo ill accord, as 
only to prevent your felicity, and place 


you in a ſtate of torment. | | 
Such the nature, and neceſſity of the new 
birth. Ho different this from the ordi- 
nance of baptiſm ! The application of water 
to the body, can by no means effett a change 
in the ſon]. This can. only be produced 


by the exertion of chat power which created 


the world. 
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ls it not wonderfully ſtrange, a man of 
our character ſhould call himſelf, -a Mem- 
er of Chriſt, —a child of God, —au in- 


beritor of the Kingdom of heaven; and 


that from the bare circumſtance of an early 
baptiſm? A man who is a liar,---a ſwearer, 
a ſabbath-breaker, -a whoremonger,----a 
thief,---a murderer! Such a child of God, 
was never known: on earth, and never will 
be found in heaven. Know ye not, that 
the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the king- 
dom of God? Be not deceived : neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortion- 
ers, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God.”* 
RSS | Yours, &c. 


LETTER XII. 


I HAVE been thinking if I could 
1 have converſation with you this 
day, what in all probability would be the 
ſubjeQ. I have thought it not improbable, 


I ſhould hear ſuch language as the follow- 
ing. From what you have advanced, I 


begin to have my ſuſpicion.--I am almoſt 
afraid things are not exattly with me as 


they ought to be; nor even as I ſuppoſed. 
them to be, However, I have to conſole 


my ſelf 


* 1 Cir, vi. 9, 10. 
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myſelf with this thought,-—I will do all * 
can towards my falvation; and I hope 


God will do the reft. I am daily in 


the habit of attending to my prayers; and 
I hope before I die to receive the Holy 


Sacrament. By ſuch conduct as this, ſurely 


I ſhall ſtand prepared for the execution of 
my ſentence.” 

You ſay, you will do all you can towards 
your ſalvation ; and you hope God will do 
the reſt.---But before you can do any thing 


to purpoſe, God, by his Holy Spirit. mult 


&© Work in you to will and to do of his own 


good pleaſure ;* without whoſe influence, 


you can do nothing aright.---You ſeem to 
think, Salvation 1s to be obtained by your 


doinge. An error this, as dangerous in its 


tendency, as ſpecious in its appearance. 


Salvation is of Grace, not of Works. If 


ever you are ſaved. It muſt be by an aQ of 
ſovereign Grace. It muſt be as a finner, 
unable to do any thing meritorious of the 
divine favour. You muſt diſclaim all de- 
pendance upon your own doings, and truſt 


wholly to the blood and righteouſneſs of 


the Lord [Jeſus Chriſt, as the foundation of 


your juſtification before God. --- Truſting 


to any thing you can do, in whole, or in 
part, will as much ruin your foul, as the 
greateſt fin you can commit. 


You are in the daily habit of attending to 


your prayers. So far you are to be com— 
mended. But what is the motive of ſuch 


condudt? In what manner do you perform 


* Ph l. Il, 13. this 
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this duty? What the motive? Is it ſimply 
to uſe the means God has appointed for the 
reception of the bleſhng? If to, it is an ac- 
ceptable ſacrifice ;--Or is it with a view to 
merit it? if ſo, it is an abomination. What 
the manner ? Do you pray with a form, or 
without one ? If the former, take care, 
becauſe you read certain words which have 
been arranged by another, that you do not 
reſt ſatished under the idea you are a man 
of prayer. I do not ſay, a perſon who 
makes uſe of a form, does not pray; but 
this I ſay, there is a material difference 
between the form and power ;---the expreſ- 
ſion and the eſſence. A deſire of the heart, 
implanted by the Spirit, and regulated by 
the word, conſtitutes that effeftual fervent 
prayer of the righteous man which availeth 
much, whether accompanied with expreſ- 
ſion or not: This will ſometimes exiſt in a 
form, and as often out of it. Probably 
you have been worſhipping God hitherto 
in the outer-court of the letter, and have 
never entered within the vail of the Spirit; 
To uſe your own expreſſion, you have been 
only ſaying your prayers. You have ſolaced 
yout conſcience with the reflection you 
have ſaid ſo many in the courſe of a day, 
And it is a thouſand to one, if. you have not 
thought thereby to compound with God 


for your fins; if not to make him your 


debtor. But if there ſhould be no prayer 


in all that you have Gone ?---If the whole 
of your condutt ſhould be nothing more 
b than 
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than one dull piece of formality ?''or one 
continued ſcene of hypocrify, mocking 
God with the ſound of your voice, andthe 


motion of your lips, while your heart has 


been far from him? 1 fay, if all this, and 
more than this can be proved, where then 
1s the ground of your comfort ?---Petitions 
coming from the heart, however few, or 
incoherent will find their way to the divine 


throne ; while every wy ſhort of this 


will terminate in ſound, an 
air. b | 
You are looking forward to the time, 


evaporate in 


when you ſhall receive the holy ſacrament. 


You conlider ſuch an act, as the ſealing of 
your ſalvation, and obtaining your paſſport 
from earth to heaven. This ſentiment is a 
dangerous rock, againſt which many have 
been daſhed, and broken in pieces ;---a fatal 
opiate, which has thrown numbers of the 


human race into the profonnd fleep of 
death. Let me warn you of your dangerr.-- 


Let me tell you your paſsport will fail you: 
There have been ſome who have tried the 
experiment before you,---They produced 


this certificate at the gate of heaven, but 
there was no admiſſion; the difappoint- 


ment was dreadful. When once the 
maſter of the houſe is riſen up, and hath 
ſhut to the door, and ye begin to ſtand with- 
out, and to knock at the door, lay ing, Lord, 


Lord, open unto us; and he ſhall anſwer, 


and say unto you, I know you not whence 
you are, Then ſhall ye begin to say, We 


have 
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have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and 
thou haſt taught in our streets. But he, 
Shall say, I tell you, I know you not. 
whence you are; depart from me all ye; 
workers of Iniquity. There shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall 
see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and 
all the Prophets in the Kingdom of God, 
and you yourselves thrust out.”'* And this; 
assuredly will be your case, if you depend 
upon the sacrament for salvation. 

This sacred ordinance was instituted by 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of 
the Chureh, not for the purpose of giving 
a title to heaven; but as a memorial of 
his death and passion, to be received by 
his own disciples for. the establishment of 
their faith, and the increase of their holi- 
ness: For as often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's 


death till he come. Wherefore whoso=. + 


ever shall eat this bread: and drink this. 
cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord. But. 
let a man examine himself, and so let him 


eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 


For he that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
thily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 


himself, not discerning the Lord's body; 


Read this passage carefully. You see 


there is great danger of eating the sacra- 


mental bread, and drinking the sacramen- 
tal wine unworthily ;- that the conse- 
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9 ence of f 80 doi ug d Se rious indeed 3 mo 
dess. than to be guilty of the body and blood 1 
of Cnrist, and to eat and drink damna- 
tion to yourself. To be guilty of the blood 


of Christ? What guilt is like unto this 2 | , 
id You have shed the blood of a fellow-crea-, \ 
| ture, and you exclaim, „ My punishment 0 
5 is greater than I can bear.”* Think then i 
* what would be your language, had you a 
„ shed the blood of the Saviour! Would you 
| not have trembled to have taken the spear N 
| from the hand of the soldier, and to thrust - 
| it into the heart of the Saviour? And will | 
ab you presume to take unworthily from the | 
= hand of his minister, the sacred symbols 1 
KH of his body and blood; when an Apostle 
| informs you, you are guilty of the body 
* and blood of Christ in the one instance, 
K as in the other ?-—To eat and drink dam- 
uo nation! What a dreadful meal is this ! Is. , 
| 9 not this the feast of the damned ? While 
8 1 you are. found unworthy.to communicate. 
b i = at the Lord's Table, avoid it as you would 
mM taking poison, or filling a place in Hell. 
| | . You will naturally aſk me, What is it p 
9 to eat, and to drink unworthily 5 will, : 
up tell you in brief. 1 
1 First. It is to receive this ordinance i in 4 
1 an unregenerate state. | 1 
1 Secondly. To partake of it as a common 4 
(kt meal, not having. faith to. discern the A 
0 Lords ee e ene \ 
| i | „„ And 1 
5 * Com. iv 13. | 
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And, Thirdly, todepend upon it as me- 
ritorious of Salvation. . 

Let me therefore, moſt earneſtly beſeech 
you,.to touch not,---taſte not,- handle not, 
_ while you are an unregenerate perſon ;— 
while you are 1gnorant of the nature and 
deſign of this holy rite ;—while you are 
incapable of exerciſing Faith in a dying Sa- 
viour. When indeed the ſcene is revericd;-- 
when old things are palled away, and all 
things become new zin a word, when you 
are made a new creature in Chrift Jeſus, 
then come forward in the name of your 
bleſſed Redeemer, take your place at his 
feaſt, and avow your dependance upon his 


death, for the remiſſion of your fin, and your 


allegiance to him as your ſovereign, by an 
obedience to his commands. 

I deem it neceſſary to guard you againſt 
miſapprehenſion, by the addition of an ex- 
planatory remark. When I ſay, the facra- 
ment is unable to ſecure vour ſalvation, I 
do not mean to detraR from its dignity, be- 
cauſe I believe it to be a divine institution, 
of the ſirſt magnitude: and when I ſay with 
the Apoltle, + He that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 


to himſelf; 1 do not mean to add to its im- 


portance. Far be it from me to aſſert, ſuch 
is the ſanctity of the Lord's Supper, as to 
render the ſalvation of that man Impoiible, 
who has received it in an impenitent ſtate;-- 
not diſceraing the Lord's body---or truſting 
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to it for his ſalvation: for if it were ſo, what 
. would become of thouſands in Chriſtendom, 
who have thus communicated at the ſacred 


table, of whoſe ſalvation there can be no 


doubt ? My object is to ſhew, that a bare 
receiving of this ordinance without ſuitable 
qualifications, or with unſuitable views, is 
ſo far from being a virtue meritorious of 
the divine favour, is a fin of ſuch ag- 
gravated nature, which if not repented of 
and waſhed in the blood of Chrift, will ex- 
pole the unworthy receiver to final condem- 
nation, as it did ſome at Corinth to temporal 
judgment; and alſo prove to him a ſource 
of aggravated miſery, 


The great redeemer tells you, © Go and 
tin no more, leſt a worſe thing come unto 


thee'®* | 
Yours, &c. 


LETTER XIII. 


a 3 uncovenanted mercy of 
God, is one of the ſtrongeſt 
holds, of which the ſinner takes poſſeſſion. 
place of his abode; 
and to make him relinguiſh it is difficult 
indeed. In this ſtrong hold I am about to 

look for you, and there it is I think I ſee 
I hear you ſay, “ I acknowledge in- 


This in general is the 


y GU, 


deed 1 have done thoſe things 'which I 
. LL; ought 
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ought not to have done, and 1 have left 
undone thoſe, things which T-ought to have 
p 40 fg. full 1 diſpoſed to feel 
d alarm, did I not recollect God is a merci- 
0 v5 STYLER EET _ a . 
ful Being; it is this which ſuppreſſes my 
fear, and encourages my hope. The attri— 
58 bute of divine mercy, is the foundation of 
my confidence... 
f That God is. merciful, is a bleſſed, and 
undeniable truth;--That he is juſt alſo, is a 
f truth equally important and glorious. --- 
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** That no one attribute can be diſplayed at 
50 the expence of another, is ſelf-evident, and 
al muſt be admitted by all. The Juſtice of 
+ God obliges him to the execution of his 
threatnings in the puniſhment of guilt ; nor 
oo can the exiſtence of his mercy prevent it. 


For mercy to ſet aſide juſtice, would be to 
% maim heaven's fair attributes—to make a 
God unjuſt, —to bid mercy triumph over 
God himſelf.” This cannot be, for the di- 
vine Being will always act corfiſtent with 
his own nature. If He diſplay the riches of 
his mercv, he. will maintain the honour of 


oP his Juſtice. If then his mercy ſhould par- 


est don your ſin, what will become of his juſtice 
vg in the puniſhment of your guilt ; ſince the 
"WM awful declaration is, © The foul that fin- 
—_ neth it ſhall die.!“ In vain you oppoſe his 
5 mercy to your fear, while his juſtice can 
ſao be oppoled to your hopes. Do you ſay 
in God is merciful? What will you ſay, when 
1 he informs you, He is allo juſt ? Your views 
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hüt it is not fo with the law of God. I 
of ſuch, a nature as to demand death for 
every tranfgreſnion, and this demand is lan- 


thocking, as the thought, may be, would 
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are now directed to the ſceptre, and you 
eise 8 12 e Hen 
have wholty 17 (ore the [word. Have 
OTE T1503. 09 20 DEV $25 Sf VID 
You not mire cauſe to fear the one, than to 


| zope for the other? Innocence has | indeed 


7 


e 8 Niere 2e tis. LAU So eien 
ble. Tt that law be Ju, which puni 8 
0 1159001 FOG IIa ere dee nnr 
rebellion with death, what has not that rebel 
to exp<A, who bas attempted the dethrone- 


nothing to fear, but guilt has reaſon to trem- 


ing of his ſovereign? You, will tell me 


kis prince has power to diſpenſe, with the 
penalty of the law ;--and the mercifulneſs 
of his diſpoſition affords him at leaſt a per- 
edventure for hope.—That human laws are 
fo framed as to velt the throne with autho- 
rity. to infli@ or ſuſpend their penalty, I 
know, well; and I admire their ſtruQure, as 
it opens the door of mercy, without the ſa- 
erifice'of Juſtice, It is not neceſſary that 
the law of man ſhould always require the 
puniſhment of diſobedience to conſtitute it 


Juſt ; ſeeing the end of their inſtitution is 


the prevention of ctimes for the preſerva- 
tion of order, which, is accompliſhed though 
there be occaſional ſuſpenſion of 0 


tioned by the ſlricteſt principles of juſtice. 
Conſequently not to puniſh guilt, muſt be 
an 20 of 1njuitice,- But can he be unjuſt, 
the habitatzon,ot avhoſe throne is righteouf— 


nels and judgment p. -The bare thought 
gives ja ſhock, to impiety ztlelf. Yet 


n N 0 0 
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not this: be the caſe, if the penalty of the 


divine law were of none effect, in permit- 
ting any one fin to remain unpuniſhed ; — 
„What, (ſay you) do you wiſh me to under- 
ſtand God cannot ſhew mercy to aſinner?— 
This is a horrid dofirine indecd, enough to 
drive any man into defpair, if not to deprive - 


him of his ſenſes. --My fellow-linner, I wiſh 


you to nnderſtand this. As long as you 
are under the law, you are under its curſe. 


And while under the curſe, God will not,-- 
He cannot (with reverence I write it) ma— 
nifeſt his pardoning mercy to you. The 
question is therefore, 5 Is it poſſible for you 
as a ſinner, to obtain mercy, when divine 
Juſtice mult receive ſatisfaction for the 
commiſſion of your ſin?“-An anſwer to this, 


would exceed the bounds of this letter. I 


hall therefore preſent you with it in my 
next. In the mean time endeavour to ac- 


quaint yourſelſ with the import of this queſ- 
tion, and, give it all that attention its im- 


portance requires. —Paſs not oyer it light- 
 Iy.--Be concerned to receive the fulleſt 
information upon this ſubjett, that you may 


be able to give a reaſon of the hope that 


is within you. 
Yours, &Cc. 


b LETTER XIV. 


not a proper ground for a ſin- 


E * ner's 


os = a -— K 
PS ; t 
97-4 0? n 
—— — — v «4% 


0 ſhew the mercy of God is 


= 


1 

* — ©, 
r 
* 


_ - 
wp 


8 


> 5 SH, * k "M 
youre 9 0 K Pong” 7» 
+ 4. Af,» ho : : 1 — 28 4 eye 1 WEBS 11, Ia — 
n 1 I 2. Gs Or We ho A ee I Tie de) ag oY ** OT . 


2 5 
* — w 5 
Tr. hs VP - 0 


-— w_ 


* = - -z OL 
7 I * 0 
r 
— 1 2 ——— 


A n N. 
3 e 
17 


— 


bay 
— — — 222 EI 
— —— — —— —-— 


0 i 
un 
i 
of 


M ( A 8 SET ET 


SW 


: 
© 
:, 
"4 
o 
x 
pe C 
+ 
' 
A 
IS 
3 
5 
5 | 
_ 
5 
Y 
4 : 
= + 
= 
48 * 
' | 
v7 
lt N 
4 1 
1 
(- 18 
_ * in 
' N 
1 
2 
„ 
. | 
8 : 
} 
: 
Bt | 
* 
1 
* : 
pt! | i 
0 | ' 
* 18. 
1 14 
8 
* 
. 
Sy | 
_—_— 
1 
1 
13 
44101 
IQ » 
42 | 
1 
* 
. 
N 
1 * 
1 
- 
* ON 
110 
Ki 
wo, } 
WHT 
"IS 
1 
— 
2 
n- 1 
3 
1 
1 
= 
Wl! 
1 
$3 
SY 
19 
4 
Ly 
\ 1 
„ 
& 5 
by l : 
350 
3s 
L 1 
ES 7 
FM 
4 
4 
== 
TE 
1 
14 
=—_” 
4 fl 'V 
254 
3 14 
= * | 
1 
1 . 
7 
4 g 
2 * 1 1 
7 
_ | 
7 4 : L 
1 1 
Wd: 
1 
1 141 
« _ 

- by : 
= 
—_ 
_—_— 
r 
* N 
bj, G 
» 4 

7. 
_— . 1] q 
. *-f 
—_— 
A 
_ Wt | 
"_ 6 
"3 
ba i ? 
- . 
. rs 
L | 
1 
14 
FF + 
_ 
_ 
% 7 
* A ; 
k \ : 
=: 
U * 42 
: 2 
\ 1 
[7 — : 
„ 
. ” 
i» 
+ +4} 
1 
, ws |; 
616 
1 
WW! | 
i 1 
„ 


We - _—_ a - 

ne —___ +" * ops pe Ro 

CT Io tt =. 
— —— — + v-D.-- 
— EE rg 


— 


54 - LETTERS. TO THE 


ner's truſt ; and to ſolve the apparent 97 
ficulty how God can diſplay, his mercy con- 
fiſtently with his juſtice, is the deſign of this 
letter. I will attempt, the Explanation” by 
the following illuſtrations. 48H 2 

We will ſuppoſe the law. of this realm to 
be ſo abſolute in its nature as to require 
puniſhment for every act of diſobedience 
either in the perſon of the tranſgreſſor, 
or in that of another who ſhould to ſuffer 
in his ſtead. And that our moſt gracious 
 fovereign could not exerciſe his preſent 
prerogative of remitting the penalty of the 
law.—We will ſuppoſe ſuch were exiſting 
circumſtances, as to render this indiſpenſi- 
bk neceſſary and, ſtrictly juſt. Vou as a 
ſubjeU of Great Britain, are under obligation 
to render obedience to this law. Through 
the depravity of your nature, and the pow- 
er of temptation you have broken it. — 

ullice demands the fulleſt ſatisfation.— 

he ſentence of the law is paſſed. Vou ar- 
rive at the place of execution : Vou plead 
the merciful diſpoſition. of your prince. 
But this. avails not. For however he may 
commiſerate ou as a man, he can afford 
vou no gelte! as a magiſtrate,---At that al! 
critical and intereſting moment, ſhould ſome 
_ perſon; unknown to you, from the principle 
of affedtion ſor you, propoſe himſelf to dic 
in your ſtead, and thereby atone for your 
tranſgreflion.-—Should, this propolal be ac- 
cepted, your. friend is. executed and you 
axe releaſed.) Ne tell me would there not 


be 
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be here a ſtrikihg diſplay of Juſtice, and 


alſo of mercy ? Of juſtice in ihe punith- 


ment of the crime; of mercy in the ſparing 
of the criminal; and! in ſuch a way, as re- 


flects the highef} honour on both. —Thus 
la ved from death, would you aſcribe the 
cauſe of your falyadbn' to. the mercy of 
our King, abſtracted from, or unconnetted 
with the death of your furcty ? Or rather 


would you not conſider, the blood of your 


atoning friend as the procuring cauſe of 
your deliverance. Would you not make 
that the alone foundation of your hope? 
The king indeed has manifeſted his mercy 


by propoſing a ſlubſtitute to die for you, or 


accepting a propofal ſo made to him, (which 


be might have refuſed as a ſovereign) but 
all that merey flows to you through the 


channel of juſtice, and of that only. 
Even ſo it ſtands with God and the ſin- 


ner. Man is the object of God's moral go- 
vernment. That is,---he is under pecu— 


liar obligation to obey the moral law.— 
Divine Jultice has promiſed to reward obe- 
dience with Eternal life, and threatened _ 
diſobedience with Eternal death.--We have 


all finned, and come ſhort of the glory of 
God. We are all in a ſtate of condemna-— 


tion.— There i is no ſalvation from this ſtate 
but by atonement for ſin.— There can be 
no atonement but as the penalty of the law 
is inflited.—A ſubmiſſion to the penalty 


is death. — We are unable therefore to de- 


liver ourſelves, And except ſome plan can 
be 
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be adopted, whereby the crime may be 
puniſhed, and the criminal ſpared, we'nevyer 
can be ſaved. —Blefſed, be God: ſuch a 

an has been adopted. The Son of God 

as voluntarily affitmed human nature, and 
become män. In this nature; he h 145 0beyed 
the law we had broken, and fufeèred the 
penalty due to our tranlgreſſion. * his obe- 
dience and theſe ſufferings, are by an att of 
ſovereign Graco transferred to the account 


ts Hole who th: ough faith m3ke Chriſt the 


end of the law for Righteouſneſs. So that 
they are redeemed from that death to which 
they were expoſed by their fin ; and placed 


in uch a tate afk Juſtification as though 


they had never committed ſin. Betaule 


the ir Saviour has made atonement ſor them, 


they expett to be ſaved from everlaſting 
miſery, and to obtain everlaſting happineſs. 


They regard the croſs as the only medium, 
through which mercy can come to poor 


ſinful creatures, and they make it all their 


truſt, and all their confidence. To this 
great object direct your eyes, and raife all 

Lo expettations. — It is a tree of life, 
lefled are all they, who partake of its 

Trüit. * I ad Tan” 

Tours, Kc. 
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: trition for ſin, and ſoligitud for your ſoul, 


I think ILhaye heard yo 


-I thi Lye;heard.you,this. very day, 
bemoan yourſelf thus. “ Oh wretched, man 
that I am! Ino begin to be, I have de- 
{troyed myſelf hy my ſin -I have deceived 


; . i 


+} t* bags 13 4 NR 11 514411 SS N | 
mylelf in matters of religion. I have been 


| building on ſand ;---Yea, I have made lies 


my refuge. The mercy, of God indeed 
was my laſt reſource,--my ſtrongeſt bul- 
wark; but even this fails me.---I am now 
deſtitute of, refuge, and I know not where 
to fly. —My alarm increafes with the diſco- 
very of my danger. It is true the inform- 
ation I have received, that mercy. can find 
its way to the ſinner, confiſtent with Juſtice, 
affords me ſome conſolation ; but, fill I am 


in the dark with reſpett to the means of 


obtaining it.---I ſec the bleſſing, though ! 


know not what ſtep to take that I mig 


poſſeſs it. What muſt I do to, be ſaved? 


Oh for mercy !---I fear I ſhall periſh.” “ 
Such language as this coming from your 
lips, gives me . peculiar ſatisfaction. The 
diſtreſs you feel, and the concern you ma- 


nifeſt, are favourable circumſtances. A Rate . 


of inſenſihility is a ſtate of danger, but 
anxicty for the ſoul's ſalvation, furniſhes 
-nmttes for gages (ht oE OS 
D eiue a . 

You are in the ſituation of one, who in 

a dark night, has fallen into deep wa- 
ters, to whpar a ropes thro en for his al- 
ſiſtance, by the hand of his friend; He has 
only. | i gut lufcie) t. to diſcover his friend, 
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of his delivefer but not the ia lröwent 


his deliverance © The one creates the 


dawn of hope; the other. fills. his mind 
with painful ſuſpence. nidſt all * 
thick datkneſs which potvades vou, 2 
few rays of light make kg wn your Take 
ger, and inthe perſon of Jeſus your Saviour; 
yet 5750 are not ſufficiently illuminated to 
ſee by what means you are to be ſaved.--- 
Liſten then for a moment, while I attempt 
to ſhew you the way God has appointed 
for your ſalvation. 

When the jailor at Philippi, aſked the 
Apoltle Paul, What muſt I do to be ſa- 


ved?” (the very queſtion you would pro- 


poſe to a Miniſter of Chriſt) He anſwered, 
«Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved.”* When our blefſed 
Lord gave commiffion to his Apoſtles, © to 
go into all the World, and preach the Goſ- 
pel to every creature 7 he declared,“ He 
that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be 
ſaved ; and 55 that believeth not ſhall be 
damned.“ T It appears from hence, Faith 
in Chriſt, is eſſential to a ſinner's ſalvation. 
You enquire, © What is Faith in Chriſt ?“ 
'Þ anſwer, „It is a ſaving grace, whereby 
we receive, and reſt upon him alone for 
ſalvation, as he is offered to us in the Gol- 


pel.- Two inſtitutions under the Old Teſ- 


tament diſpenſation will illuſtrate this ſub- 
jet, and explain my meaning.. 


I be firſt, is that cf the brazen ſerpent in 
the v *Iderneſs. The Children of Iſrael for 


their 


Acts xvi. 30. 31. 3 Mark XVI. us. 
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their rebellion againſt God, were puniſhed 
by him in the bite of certain fiery flying 
ſerpents. The wound they inflicted, always 
proved fatal, ſo that numbers fell victims to 
their ſin, Amidft the general devaſtation 
with which the whole body of the Iſraelites 
were threatened, Moses receives instruc— 
tions to make a Serpent of brass--to fasten 
it upon a poie---and ſo place it in the most 
conspicuous part of the camp.--He did so. 
By virtue of divine authority, he then 
commanded all who were stung, immedi- 
ately to look to this object. zromisecd 
they ſhould live who obeyed that com- 
mand, —ànd threatened all with death 
who did not. It came to pass, as 
| he said, so it was, all were preserved who 
| _ embraced this remedy ; and all perished 
| by whom it was neglected. 
Our Lord himself explains this institu- 
tion, © As Moses lifted up the Serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up ; that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him, should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.“ So that what a 
, sight of the Serpent was to the body of the 
Israelite, that faith in Chist is to the soul 
of a sinner. In boch theſe is a conviction 


/ of the danger, and an entire dependance 

by upon the remedy. 

: Here then dying sinner is your only 
hope.---You have received a wound from 

15 the old Serpent, the devil;--His, venom is 


5 TY an communicated 


* 


. 13 iii. 14: 15 
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ecammunicated to, your blood „an d spreads 


12815 8 4 e | [4 4 23454 ENT . er 
itself through the, whole Mass. -f Von ft: | 
the alarming. syniptoms of approachin 


© 


_death.---Your whole mat quakes for fear,-- 
Permit me then to take you by the hand, | 
and lead you to. Calvary.—-I lift the red 
of the Gospel, and point yon-*to yonder 
cross.---Seest thou him who is crucified 
between two-thicves ?---This is “the Tamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world.” Raise thy dyingeyes, and eager- 
ly fix them on this thine only antidote of 
death.---Look dyiag sinner and live. 

The second institution is that of the 
cities of refuge.--When auy man had kil- 
Ted his neighbour unawares, the next a-kin 
to the deceased, was at full liberty to a- 
venge his death by destroying the man- 
slayer. -As a merciful provision, the Lord 
appointed six cities, to any one of Which 
the murderer might flee, and be safe from 

the avenging sword. B 
Let the murderer be an emblem of 
ourself; a Sinner. The Avenger of 

Blood, Vindictivo Justice.---The Cities of 
Refuge, the Lord jesus Christ. And the 

Flight of the Refugee, the application of 

of the Sinner by faith to the Saviour. 

This Levitical law, as explained upon 

evangelical principles, will afford you ad- 
ditional ideas of the nature and necessi— 
ty of faith. As you will understand this 
subject better by an application of it to 
yourself, I will conſider you as that very 


LY 
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6 has ſhed,the blood of your neigh- 
our. The avenger of blood is at your 
beels, and the cry of blood i is in your cars. 

The flaming word waves over your 
guilty head.---eyery moment you expect 
the, vengeful ſtroke.— vou are at your 
55 end; you know not what to do. 
ou look. this way and that, but all in vain, 
"there 1 is no eſcape.---You begin to run, vat 
alas ! you know not where you ſtop but 
immediate danger rouzes to fiight—You 
Ay—Still the ſword is at your heels, an 
the ſound is in your ears. —At length, you 
| abandon yourſelf to deſpair, and cry, ** NV oc 
is me, for I am undone,” 
We.; are informed, that for the benefit of 
Refugees, direQing poſts were erctted in 
different roads, pointing to the city of re- 
fuge, with this inſcription, © Refuge ! Reſusr!” 
What thoſe directing poſts were to the Re- 
| Tugee, that the Goſpel i 110 the ſinner to 
vou. — It is therefore, to this ſacred index 
I call your attention; its language is Re- 
fuge, and its bearing is Jeſus. It gives you 


the fulleſt information that the Saviour is 


your fanQuary,. and that faith is the imme- 
diate, the only road which condutts you 
to Bim. ,—Come then poor, ſoul, here is 
"good news for thee. An aſylum is provi- 
ded, to Which thou mayeſt ffee and be lafe. 
- Thither direct thy trembling ſteps,-*Efcape 
for thy life, look not behind thee, neither 
ſtay thou” in all the plain: Eſcape t the 


| mountain, teſt thou be conſumed,*---W here 


F juſtice 


* Gen, xix. 17, 
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Juſtice cannot purſue thee—W here the Law 
cannot condema thee Were Satan cannot 
deſtroy thee=*-Make' a pplication to him'who 
is able to ape. I thyſelf all guilty as 
thou art before dbe foctftoel of his mercy. 
Tell him, your objekt is life and ſalvation. 
Tell him, you can take /no' denial from his 
lips.— Tell him, you are reſolvedeif you 
muſt periſh, there to die. Reſt aſſured of a 


gracious reception, and merciful protection. 


No one ever fled to him, and fled in vain.— 
It is faith in the Lord Jeſus, and that alone 
which ſecures you amidſt danger; the ſmal- 
leſt degree of which, faves' you from Tiett, 
andtakes you to Hl en aint 
That you may die a believer; is and mall 
be the fervent prayer” ve Fours, Kc. 
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"SUPPOSE We followin ng. to BY. 

your Jamentation., % Oh that I 

could. look to Chriſt, and flee to bim. by 
faith! But my fins are. ſo great, and my 
gun ſo aggravated, lam afraid I never can 

a 8 "Ty am the chief of hnners-I haye 
= Alo the lead in yice—I am a mon iſter of 
iniquity—1 deſerve the lowe , the hotteſt 
hell- expekt an uncommon laninatioh- — 
Oh! my heart will burſt.---Oh that I had 
never — born. -Moſt wretched of be- 
.Ings l. -A wounded Aut who can, 1755 P- 
Where {hall I Mee. b hat mall 1 98 — 
SS. i n {of $f TY 4] 1 © T cre 
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There can, 7 0 no! hook tat ſuch, a Anne as 
1. Mercy itlelf will ns raungt pardon 
ſuch guilt as mine.“ 

To ſuch, diſtreſing janguage as this, let 
me. oppoſe the gladdening accents, of the 
Goſpel:=-Hear. its charming voice. God 


ſo loved the world, that he gave his only - 


begotten ſon, that "whoſoever belicveth on 


him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life.”* + Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and ſent his ſon 
to be a propitiation for our fins.”F © He 
is juſt, and, the juſtifier of him which be- 
lieveth in jeſus.“ T It is a faithful ſaying, 

and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, of 
whom I am chief (faith Paul).“ Y While we 
were yet without ſtrength, in due time 
Chriſt died for the ungodly.” J The Blood 


of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from all fin. "l 


„Let the wicked forſake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, let him re- 
turn to the Lord, and he will have mere 
on him, and to our God, and he will abun-. 
dantly pardon.” ** Jeſus flood and cricd, 
if any man thirſt, let him come to me, aud 


drink.“ FT „ And the ſpirit and the bride 


Tay come; and let him that hearcth ſay 
come; and let him that is athirſt come; 


ang: whoſoever will, let him take of the 
R hPa 1080 SIE 
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Co John i will vi. + 1 John iv. to. f Rom, int. 26. 
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water of! life freely «. Ho exely one 
that thirſteth, chme ye tothe waters, and 
he that bath ne money, come ye, buy and 
eat, Vea, come buy wine and milk without 
money and without pfice t Come unto 
me, all ye tbat labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you reſt. Fake my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me, for Jam meek 
and Jowly of heart, and ye ſhall find reſt 
unto your ſouls. For my yoke is eaſy, and 
my burden is light.”F + All chat the Fa- 
ther giveth me, ſhall come 10 me; and bim 
that cometh to me I will in no wiſe caſt out.” 
Wherefore he is able to ſave them to the 
uttermoſt, that come unto God by him, fee- 
ing he evenliveth/ to make e en __ 
them.“ + 
Such is the e fon the! Goſpel 8 
in this our wilderneſs. Diſconſolate foul, 
let your complaints ceaſe. Liſten to 
the voice of this charmer. It will ſoothe 
your every ſorrow, and fill you with all 
the tranſport of heaven. our wag 
ton 10 far from being impoſhble, 1 { 
highly probable; As a tlivner it is wn 
you are in deplorable. circumſtances ; but 
as a ſinner made ſenſible of his ſin and mi- 
feryy The ſhadow of death is turned into 
the light of the morning.“ Vou deſpair of 
Pas kat neter. oÞ 2000 1 
Be; B gulog u. e 
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tude of your, guilt. But do you not .read 
of, the. grcaigſt ſinners, being ſaved ? What 
think you of Manaſſch, who, deluged the 
ſtreets of | Jeruſalem, with innocent blood.“ 


Ot,Saul of, Tarſus, who breathed ſlaughter 


and death, againſt the followers of Chriſt. 
Of a, Mary, Magdalen, out of whom were 


caſt, ſeven; devils, ?+— Time would fail, 
it would be eaſy to. ſwell. the liſt of hob 
who have exceeded their fellow- creatures 


in fin.;.--who have fled for refuge to the 


only hope ſet. before them in the Goſpel ;.-- 


and who have obtained mercy and found 
grace to help in time of need. Theſe are 


recorded, that iu them Jefus Chriſt might 


fthew forth all long: ſuffering, for a pattern 


to them which mould hereafter believe on 


him to everlaſting life.“ 


Surrounded as you are with a great cloud 


of witneſſes, who all bear teſtimony-to the 
willingnels and ability of Chriſt to fave ſin- 
ners; "behold one, whoſe character aud cir» 
cumſtances bear a ſtrong reſemblance to 
vont ow/n: I mean the thief upon the croſs. 
In that man, were combined the ſthief and 
the robher. Dropping into the jaws of death, 


he cried; 140, him 5h! was expiring on an 


adjacent groſs, and“ He was heard--in the 


thing that he feared:? An arm was-ſtretched 


farth which brought ſalvation.— He was de- 


livered from going down into the pit; ;—and 
he who deſerved the loweſt yell, was raiſed 


Of 03 5% i 328M { F 3 NI Hun 80 
* 2 Kings exit 160 K 2 Chron. n a 116 12, 13. 
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24+ batodinw 2di—i1igd 93 cad 
to 0 bighell heaven! His prayer Was, 
9 Lord, remember me, when thou come ſt 
into thy kingdom. His answer, “ Verily 
Voerily, 1 say unto thee, To day ſhalt thou 
be with me in paradise.“ Like yourself, 
this poor creature; had no goodness of which 
to make his boaſt; With you, he subscribed 
to the Apoſtles confess jon, Jam the chief of, 
sinners;“ and with the Apostle he obtained 
mercy. He was: plucked as a brand from 
the burning —washed in the Saviour's 
blgod, and cloathed in his righteousness. 
lle is now before the throne of God. 
65 And is not Jesus Christ the same Yes- 
terday; to-day, and for ever?“ Is he not 
equally. the friend of sinners now, as in 


the days of his flesh Is he not as able to 


 BAVE; vou, as he Was a Manasseh; —A Saul, 


Magdalen ?) Is there any thing more 
desperate in your case, than in theirs? 1 


wall take; upon me to aver there is not: 
hate ver Satan and unbelief may insinuate 
to the contrary. What sin have you com- 
mitted so singular in its nature, which the 
blessed Jens. bas declared shall never be 
for given, either in this world, or in that 
which is to come? What one blessing of 
all het has purchased by his blood, and re- 
vealed in his word, which he has denied 
„Jou Has he not given you the most ge- 
„Dexous invitetions, and made you the 

most precious promises? Has def not 


commiczioned: his Ministers, to bring 
| 923958 1121 So Heat 2501 VI IIa to 
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him the halt—the withered —the blind — 
the oft=<the miſerable? And are you not 
of this deſetiption/ ?->G o then poor trem- 
bling ſoul withalt th}! fears and guilt ;—-g0 
and fall proſtrate at thy? Saviour's feet. It 
is thereowhereithouſands have found mercy, 

and where mercy is in feſerve for thee. Say 
not; „Lam a great ſinner.“ Is bot Chriſt 
a great Saviour , Art thou loſt to the ut-" 
termoſt? And is not he able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt ) Let there be no delay of ap- 
plication, it is dangerous in the extreme. 
Let your | conſtant and fervent cry be, 
« Lord ſave, I periſh.-Give him no reſt 
until he-fha}l ſay to you, + Son be of good 
cheer, thy ſins are forgiven thee.” Do not 
be diſcouraged, if there ſhould not be an 
immediate anſwer |; though „The viſion 
tarry, wait for it, in the end it will [peak and 
will not lie.“ He is a God of judgment, - 
and bleſſed are all they that wait ſor him.“ 
Let this be your firm and laſting reſolution, 
5 If] periſh, it ſhall be at the foot of my 
: Saviour's croſs.— -I will die truſting his 
. grace. His blood and righteouſneſs ſhall 
| be all my dependance, and all my refuge.” 
ag In this way I intreat you to meet death and 
f judgment; in this way, I mean truſting in. 
Jeſus, ſome Who have ſuffered death in the 
lame ignominious circumſtances as yours, 
ha ve, when ſtanding on the confines of the 
eternal world, railed their mierte voiee 
and ſung g. V | 
34114 Of Ves, Ban led beneath his blood, / (100 © 
3) &« And ll my foes ſhall loſe their aim, 
„ Hoſanna to my dying God, 4 
« And my beit 3 to his Name.“ 


8 


ene 


— — 9 — — ＋ 8 
— © * 7 — 


2 — — — — an * 4 ed. co - a 


— 
3 


: 
. 
; 


' 


— 
. _—_ 
— 
— uy — — 


— — — 


. Av DC, 


p - oem — 1 50 —— 3 n 
; —— . ERA IE FEWER £44 
_ 


„„ Ne. 


wy _— _ 
5 * 


5 
. 

4 
T2 
. i | 
bs . 
= 
* 

&% 
. 
: 
[Fa 
45 


. ol IS cod =. * - 
-— > ce 7 at — 
I 4 2 8 
n — "PO" 
— — — 


7 = - - — 
i dot Rat”. i \ 
—— — — * = 
b r 
—— 3 — 


— 


68 LETTER TO THE 


'Phatithefs| may be thelaftaccetts of your 
tongue oneatth;and you everiiſting ſtrains"! 
inheaven, is th&E pee Gf, TS 
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8 ee object“ piopoſda ip Abele | 
Sheets, is your ſalvation, and the 


important truths they contain are well #dap-" 


ted under God to promote it;; let me in- 
treat your'greatelt attention to them. Read 
them, or cauſe them to be read t you, un- 
til you wnderſtand' their run "FN | and feet, ! 
tht power) +6 - 7 b5v5) 10'HOL 20 
Epiſtolary berretpondened 1800 ned | 
tw convey full inftfuftion;T requeſt vo 


therefore to deſire ſome godly minifter, * 


perſon to viſit you during y our confine- 
mont Such as know the truth as it is in 
eſus, and have Tal ty energy upon their 
jearts uSuch as are qualified to explain 
to you'how'a linner is juftified before GOd 
by faith in Chriſt; and what thar regenera 
tie of the ſpirit iss without Which, no fin” 
ner eathenter the kingdom of Heaven!” You! 
will receive greater advantage from the 
perſohdÞ attendance of ſueh, than from the 
petfyrmance of any pen; Af. indeed, you 


are already favoured witly the' affftance of 


fireh viſitors, either by che proviſion Of the 


law; or by the! compaſſion of friends learn 
50. ae your PAvileghd,” ar” pity for! 
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recommend to you the reading of your 
Bible. Suffer no, human publication to- 
ſuperſede the fac ted. volume, When man 
is your ing pe, you are liable to be de- 
ceived, eſpecially when his inftruQtions are 
oppoſed to the doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
un ſanctioned by the Holy Sdriptures; but 
there can be no danger of miſteke, where 
there is implicit. depch dance upon divine 
truth. Lou, have" but little time to live ;-- 
let a large ſhare of this time be devoted to 
the Bible. Conſider this bleſſed Book, as 
that by which, God is pleaſed to make lin- 
ners wile unto ſalvation ;. —as that by which 
you may know for a certainty, whether you 
will be loſt or ſaved ;---as that by which; 
you will be judged at the aſt day take 
with you this thought--It'is the 101 of the 
Eternal God, and if you netten 1 it is at 
your everlaſting peril. 
The beſt of means, ate but means at beſt. l 
Be . earneſt therefore at a throne of grace, 
for the teaching of God's Holy Spirit; rh 
out which, all means are uſed in vain. | 
is he who alone can teach you to profit — 
who can renew you in the ſpirit of your 
mind z who can manifeſt pardoning merey 
to yonr ſoul ;---who can in a word make;you 
meet for heaven, and the enjoyment of God. 
in Glory. Do not deſpair of receiving hiw, 
o as to preyent you from aſking for him 3 
The Lord Jeſus: Chriſt has given you the 
greateſt encouragement to do ſo, and to ex- 
Fee him as the;copleq! 1 ii ye being 
511 e e een OJ evil, 
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evil, know-how: to give good giſts unto 
your children, how mubh more ſhall; our 


heavenly Father give. the Holy Parl. unto 
them that alk him. * *s i 111 © Cute 


I muſt now take, mp danalo-motably my 
exertlling. ſarewel} of you. You will re- 
member you have been warned of your dun- 
ger, and admoniſhed to flee ſrom it; you 
have been informed of your remedy and 
exhorted to embrace it. Should you periſh 
after all,“ Tam pure from, your blood, for 
I bave not ſhunncd to declare all the coun- 
ſel of God ;---* I have delivered my foul,” 
and your blood will be required at your 
own hands ;—Your guilt will receive ad- 
ditional aggravation ; and your puniſhment 
oak be more intolerable. Should the Lord 

els his feeble attempt, will reap e- 
ternal ! nefit 1 e. 
pleaſure and: Vhole praiſe wall re- 
dound to free apdlovercign grace. 

And now,. Lak 820951 fell W. mae what 


kg 


Wange ul g To ſave you to 
the uttermoſt,” * And to preſent you fault- 
lels before the divine throne with exceeding 


great joy!” May the compaſſionate Saviour, 


ſhew you mercy in the ſuffering bour. And 


on the day of execution, ſay to you, as he 
did, to the dying thief, © To day, ſhalt thou 


be with me in paradiſe. ” Like Stephen may 


you 
* Luke xi. 1 3. 
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ou Look up, and ſev the heavens open- 
ed, and ſeſus ſtanding at the right hand of 
God,” and with him, amidſt allthe violence 
of death, commit your {cul into the hand 
of the Mediator, and ſay, Lord Jefus re 
ceive my b even ſo, Amet | Hane 
anten A VETS $46 N 
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Dear Sir, Ss nie £839 e907 

e guild 1d eit Hs dw 
HE ways of, God. are in the 
4 Sed, and, his paths in the 
ye w__ W gre human penetration. can 
diſcover no traces © bis goings. Who can 
aſſign a reaſon, why he is at ſugh:extraordi- 


7 
S2 


7 | 2 


nary: pains-to recommend the infinite: glory 
and importance of | his ſalvation to ſome, 


while he allows the proſperity of fools to 
deſtroy others, WIA Interpasng a check 
In Meir carer. beds ds Tis % A 28H 

G04. forbid, that I ſhould attempt to flat- 
ter qu, or to extenuate the guilt of fin, and 
fruſtrate; the end af the. 4 Which 
Vas added be. ſet it · forth in its true colours, 
and, DE e it appear exceeding ſinful. 


But ear ſir, it concerns you and me, 


to view 14 in che ligt of that law, where 
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who judge by the JaWof kuman ſociety, and 


| who are judged, ſtand ae ne 

ed at an infallible tribunal. 
When I muſt ſo diſcera, hack can I nk 
a difference between yau, beckaſe of your 
sorrowful situation, and myself, or any 
_ guilty creature, that they do in 


hose eyes human ſaugtioas'of the divine 


= are the only standard of their judg- 


ment, I cannot. therefore, address you 


as, more guilty. than myself. But permit 
me to do it, as to one whom it has pleased 
Cod, (for. your infinite interest I hope) to 
alarm with a nearer and more awful pros- 
pect of the wages of sin, in ordertorecom- 
mend to you more warmly the gift of God, 


through Jesus Cbrist, even eternal life, 


with all its ever blooming felicities. c 
Ie is almoſt an umverſal error and 73 
N mankind; that we all perſiſt in 
looking forward to chat hour f eternal ſe- 
paratiou between us and our darling objects 
of momentary enjoyments, as a mere natu- 
rab evil, which as' we cannot avoid, we 
ought to drown the thoughts of, by ont 
— aught of ſenfuality or purſuit of ſubluna- 
ry views aſtar another, till at-at/unexpeRted 
mom oment, We are abſorbed into cternity.— 
* 


it not be intended, particularly (fl. 


may ſo term it) for your pe culiar h 


fins Gody and ned has it ay in ls 
power to bring Sead dun of evil, and ſweet- 


nels out of b 11 you Would” not 
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be permitted to finiſh your courſe here, 
unde ro that dangercus. ind! frat UeCePHA 
that you ſhonld berforgett6 HR Of, and 
to meet death, not as a natufalce vis but as 


the wages of fin, and ine vitabfe eoHſequefi- 


ces of that corruption from wich every 
af it proceeds. Happy would it be for tHe 
gay fand unthinking, who reflect not 5h "the 
conſequences: of their ' porſults'; © hapyh 
would.it;be for us all iflpfiorm à conttig! 
plation of your circumſtahcesz we felt HE 
x 9 which the- Author-of & 7 
pal ſalvation made the: uccůers of the wo! 
man taken in adultery torfeet, May*healfo, 
ny dear fir, make you feeHabb the'commforts 
of thay joyful: abſolmiong which one bet 
hs Author of Salvation can pronolinòe upbh 
the ſelf-gondemnedccrimigak 1965000 1119 
May yqu be filled wich the oy; whichin 
man can take from you; of believing tliat 
his love, his ability, andi bis willingne fs te 
ſave, is the ſame nov, as hat it was ſe VER 


teen hundred years ago: Rdore that- tor: | 


ſtitution of falvationg which can render the 
victims of fin, more than conquerors over 
him by whoſearm they muſt fall, and Which 
can renderithem, ſharers in the triumph, and 
diyiders of the ſpoil taken in the battle 

they never fought,+You were immodee rate 
IVuin th ſight of God before as now, when 
you find the moſt bitter and afflictivs effects 


of it. But now you have little Concern wich 
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amoitonhas brought yod into it has hur- 
cd, gn, the harder af a world of reali- 
tie o While you were (in order, I hope, to 
80% che goncerns of that world a due mag- 
Nitude aud importance in your eyes) eters 
purluing the tranſient dhadows'of time, 
more awful and infinitety nobler proſper 
has uaexpedtedly opened falt upon * 
There you may or your ambition infinite 
latitude and (cope. Guilt does not forbid 
it, He came matt to- call the righteous, but 
fenners to repentance. | There is more Joy in 
heaven, over one finner that repenteth, than over 
niny. and nine just perſons who need ny re 
pentance.;o His death, not the manner or 
mode of our paying that debt, that is the 
evidence af bur guilt; but it is the death 
of! Jeſus Chriſt, not our on death, that is 
the measure and ſtandard of our guilt, 
There is not a mode, there is not a degree 
of, wretchediels, that ever ſinners planged 
themſelves into, that he did not aſſume our 
nature for che ſake of feeling, not on! 
ſympathetically, but for the ſake of groan- 
ing under himtelf, as conſtitutionalſy ſub- 
jected to all the miſeries the law of God 
has entailed upon whoever is found in the 
Ukeneſs of ſinful floh, and dependent on 
nuure, that loſtem Which maukindhas che- 
ſen for their portion, aud prefer to God 
bimlelfl. This greaubeysnd conception, 
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the muh gui could. glei upon hu- 
man nature, it called forth, and diſplayed 
in him all the purity and perfection, it be» 
came the occaſion and, means of exerting 
all the ri ighteouſneſ s, that human nature, in 
union with divinity, and animated by its 
reſulgency could produce. The ſufferings 
that belonged to ſin, became the ſoil out of 
which eternal righteouſneſs gene id, and 
Tew to infinite perfection. 
Righteouſneſs deſtined to be the anima- 
ting beams, the cternal life, the celeſtia} 
food, the glorious robe, of whom ? Of thoſe. 
who are by nature heirs of wrath. -, Can we 
ook upon this ſyſtem of ſalvalion, as lefs 
than infinite, in its motives of love to the 
miſcrable, infinite, in its execution. —when 
we. findit ſo infinite in its ends, to make the 
beirs of wrath, heirs of God himſelf! All 
the felicity, all che delights, all the worlds 
that God can create, he has thought to ſmall 
a portion for them, whoſe, mifexy has in- 
tereſted him in their ſalvation. His execu- 
tive. power can call into, being, an endleſs 
ſucceſſion of delights ; ; but theſe: he makes 
no account of, they are all nothing, while he 
knows he can carry their happinets ſtill high-. 
er The infinite donor has given himſelf 
to; be the inheritance of them, who were 
not worthy of the ſmalleſt, of his creatures: 
Yet, iti myſt be ſo; 4be thonght 18 wholly: 
diyine, it is % vaſt-to originate, any where 
elle, but in the heaven of heavens: 7 1 
could. 
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could have projected it but God? who was 
determined») altyniſh. the möſt miferable, 
into a belief; into'aninpoſibility of cont - 
tinuing to difcredit;-ot diſpute the infinite 
largeneſs of his grace. This is the ancient 
immutable promiſe ef God confirmed by 
his death. That promiſe of life, (Titus i. 2.) 
that purpoſe of grace given us in Chriſt, 
(2 Lim. i. g. Y before the world began, which 
no ſubſequent law can make voſd. Look 
not then on Mount Sinai, on the trewen— 
dous promulgation of the law, the awful 
pomp-af its command, and the inflexible 
ſeverity of its fanction. Alh its terrors can“ 
not ſhake or make the promiſe. void, not 
can all its thünders drown the loſtter and 
more ravithing melody of 1ts votce. The 
heir of the promile' was made under the 
law for us, but now/he reigns the glorious 
adminiſtrator of all the riches of che pros 
miſe, to all that believe on his name, and 
ſet to their ſeal that God is true. My dear 
fir, the duration of the world, and the ca- 
2 of a ſeraph, would be inſufficient to 
diſcloſe all the glory and enjoyments com- 
prehended in the promiſe of God. But 
they who believe in the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
and rely onthe! divine-veraeith, are in che 
poſſeſſion of the Whole infinite tfœafurè. No 
matter, thau ah they ſnould not have one 
day, or one hour in time, to examine e 
extent of their charter. They thall have 
Fore: eternity for the diſcò very and en- 
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joyment of their infinite treaſure ;—and lefs 
would be inſufficient to acquaint them with 
the extent of their wifhes. 

Dear fir, if your mind is not pre occupied 
by fill more juſt, ſolemn, and important 
views of what relates to your preſent cir- 
cumſtances, perheps thele thoughts may 
aſſiſt you 1a making a true eſtimate of your 
loſs, how inſiguificant; and-of your gain, 
how immenſe! By embracing the happy 
alternative, in exchange for a liſe at beſt but 
forfeited, and which we muſt one day re- 
fign, in execution of the ſentence paſſed 
upon all men, may you feel and enjoy your 

reſent doom, as the zra of your eternal 
proſpects of immortality in Jjeſus Chrilt ! 
May your wind be guarded, and ſupported 
by him whois able to fave to the uttermoſt, 
becauſe he ever lives, and that God may 
eternally. bleſs yon, 1s the moſt fervent 
prayer of an unworthy but f mpathizing 
fellow mortal. 
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